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INTRODUCTION 


The revolving year and the red colour date (Sunday) 2nd 
October 1994 in the Calendar have brought Mahatma Gandhi's 
birth-day once again before us. It has come to the fore as if 
from nowhere! What is the significance of this particular 
birthday for the whole country, nay, the whole world to 
celebrate with more than the usual enthusiasm and rejoicings? 
Is it simply because it is the 125th birthday? It has very 
special significance and sentimental value, because Gandhi 
used to tell his friends that he wanted to live for 125 years! 
With his zest for life and life - long mission of service, he 
wanted his life span to extend to a century and a quarter. 


Once when Gandhi's birthday came, his beloved sec- 
retary Mahadev Desai who was at a far off place, sent him a 
congratulatory message "May you live for hundred years!". 
To this Gandhi's reply was "With a stroke of your pen you 
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have removed 25 years from my life!" Therefore, this would 
have been his most cherished birth - anniversary had he been 
alive to-day (2-10-1994). 


‘What is the best way to celebrate it? Meetings and 
speeches will be galore. We will have a glut of eloquence 
from all kinds of people, especially public figures and those 
who glitter on the seats of political power. Most of us are 
Niagaras of words and Saharas of deeds! It occured to me that 
I should write a small book in simple English which does not 
make heavy reading but presents Gandhi's value - oriented 
life and his mission of continuing and life-long service. An 
attempt is made to illustrate his noble qualities and human 
values by means of stories and spicy anecdotes which should 
transmit his personality to the younger generation who had 
not seen him. 


To many of us truth and non-violence are abstract 
principles and common - place words often appearing as 
copy-book top-liners. Love and tolerance are unattainable 
ideals associated only with our epic heroes and fairy-tale 
figures. But Gandhi religiously observed and ‘lived’ them in 
daily life. All castes belonged to him and all religions gave 
him solace. He believed that all religions are but different 
path-ways that wind and wind towards the simple creed of 
being kind and humane. At Karachi Congress he said. "Even 
if all the people of India belon ged to one religion, I don't want 
a State religion". Yet he was intensely religious. Mahadev 
Desai mentions an incident in his diary; Gandhi got up one 
night from his sleep and was trembling and perspiring. When 
Desai wanted to know what was the matter, Gandhi said "I 
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forgot to say my prayer”. What an omission? What could 
have been his prayer? It was obvious|y not for himself but for 
entire human kind. He devoted every minute of his ‘today’ for 
our ‘tomorrow’. 


Gandhi's philosophy struck instant rapport with the 
West while India took longer to realise the full value of his 
message. The West accepted him before the East did because 
they had already gone through materialism, reached a state 
of surfeit, and were looking for an alternative, where as we 
are just now savouring the fruits of industrialism and what is 
called the five-star hotel culture. Wise men of the West have 
realised that glamour goods do not last and when a new 
prospect shows up we discard number one and go after 
number two, and so on to the end of the book. 


Aldous Huxley said: "Life, liberty and the pursuit cf 
happiness are no doubt constitutionally guaranteed. But :* 
life hardly seems worth living, if liberty is used for sub- 
human purposes, if the pursuers of happiness know nothing 
of the nature of their quarry, these constitutional nghts will 
not be very meaningful. An education in that wise passive- 
ness is recommended by the saints and all those who lived 
fully and worked creatively." The modern man has dazzling 
technological achievements to his credit and numberless but 
mindless conquests of Nature but he has allowed his inward 
eye to go blind from disuse. He is over-exposed outside and 
under-developed inside. He is ‘vogue’ on the out side and 
‘vague’ on the inside. As problems multiply, his blood 
pressure rises. He is tense at meals and sleeps a poor semi- 
sleep, if he sleeps at al? without tranquilisers! 
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To these afflicted people the message of Gandhi's life 
will be the medicine. To the younger generation whose 
bodies do not yet carry mercenary bones and whose minds 
are still fresh and uncontaminated by selfishness and greed, 
Gandhi's value-oriented life will be a shining candle in the 
surrounding darkness. The life story of Mahatma Gandhi is 
the authentic history of Indian independence in its successive 
stages. Itis not easy to chronicle the life of one of the towering 
personalities and master minds of the world who was the 
central force in the political drama of India's liberation from 
the Bnitish rule during those eventful decades, and cast a 
magic spell over the contemporary leaders of the world by 
making his life a continual experiment with truth, non- 
violence and the other vanishing values of life. 


This little book is specially written in simple language 
and short sentences with spicy anecdotes, keeping in view the 
level of comprehension of young students. It is primarily 
intended to be a humble garland for Mahatma Gandhi on the 
special occasion of his 125th birth anniversary. 


I have consulted several standard works and source 
books including 'M.K. Gandhi : An Autobiography’ of Nava 
Jivan Publications, J.B. Kripalani's 'Gandhian Thought’, 
D.G. Tendulkar's 'Mahatma’', B.R. Nanda's 'Mahatma Gandhi 
‘Nav Jivan' and 'Harijan' articles, and Louis Fischer's 'The life 
of Mahatma Gandhi' of Bhavan's publications. I express 
gratitude to them. I tender my heart -felt thanks to Prof. Sasi 
Kumar of the Dept. of Materials Production CIEFL, Hydera- 
bad for going through the book and offering his suggestions. 


I must thank Triveni Foundation for permitting publi- 
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cation of the book under its banner and Gandhi Sahitya 
Prachuranalayam for joining as co-publisher. 


1 am particularly happy to note that a committee by 
name ‘Jai Jagat Mahotsavy Committee’, Hyderabad, Andhra 
Pradesh, has been formed with SriKrishan Kant, Governor 
of Andhra Pradeshas Patron-in-Chief, Justice Alladi 
Kuppuswamy (Retd.) as President and Sri K. Vaidynadhan 
as General Secretary. The purpose of the organisation is to 
promote the messages of Mahatma Gandhi and Vinoba 
Bhave by organising appropriate activities through out Andhra 
Pradesh and bringing out a bi-lingual journal in English and 
Telugu which will be published quarterly. Ihave the previlege 
of being the Editor-in- chief of this Journal named ‘Jai Jagat’. . 


I express my deep gratitude to Mr. B. Subbarayan for 
advice and practical help in the publication of the book. I 
express my appreciation of the efforts of the printers for 
making the book aesthetically satisfying and those of the 
artist Mr. Dayanand in drawing the figures by way of illus- 
trating the contents of the book. I sincerely thank Sri Kodada 
Narayana Rao, veteran freedom-fighter and Sn Mandu 
Kondala Rao for encouraging me to write. 


Oct 2, 1994 I.V. Chalapati Rao 
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CHILDHOOD 
AND EARLY LIFE 


Mouanpas Karamchand Gandhi is the ‘Father of the 
Nation’ and an apostle of non-violence . He became famous 
throughout the world as "The Mahatma" or the great soul. 
Though it is not fair to pin him down to a post office pin code 
address, we must know that he was born at Porbandar in 
Gujarat on 2nd October 1869. His father, Karamchand Gandhi 
was known for his courage and love of truth. His mother, 
Putlibai, was respected by her neighbours for her deep faith 
in religion and God. If we study the lives of greatmen and 
women, we find that there was one of the three factors in the 
back-ground - mother's love and training, father's example 
aix-* wacne?’s inspiration. 


Mohandas's grandfather was bold, self-respecting and 
independent in his ideas. For some unknown reasons, he had 
0 leave his job as Diwan and enter the service of the Nawab 
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of Junagadh. Story goes that the Nawab was suprised when 
he saluted him with his lefthand. On being asked, Karamchand 
teplied that his right hand was already employed in the 
service of Porbandar. 


When Mohandas was but a lad of seven years, his 
parents left Porbandar. He was admitted in a primary school 
in Rajkot. He led a simple and disciplined life. If breakfast 
was not ready, he ate the food left over from the previous day. 
He did not want to be late. He impressed his teachers with his 
good conduct and respect for truth. Being shy, he always 
avoided society. In his twelfth year he was once late for the 
games period. The Headmaster of the school asked him to 
explain why he came late. He replied that he had to attend on 
his sick father. The Headmaster was not satisfied with this 
reply, because students gen- —— = 
erally tell lies. He told him a 
that it was a lie. This remark 
caused great pain to Gandhi, 
who shed his tears. 


There was another in- 
cident in his boyhood which} | \ 
proves his honesty and love of P= <q > 
truth. When his school was . . : 
inspected by Mr Giles, the a Fo 
Inspector of Schools, Gandhi 7 
was asked to write the spell- 
ing of five words. He could 
not write the correct spelling 
of one word "kettle". His| af 
teacher wanted him to copy B\ We 
from his neighbour's slate. He As a boy 
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was unwilling to do so. He did not like copying. Afterwards 
the teacher told him that he should have followed his sugges- 
tion. But Mohandas thought that it was not the nght thing to 
do. 


Good books make great leaders. Books and stories 
with a moral always appealed to him very much. He liked the 
noble story of the play "Shravana Pitribhakta Nataka" It was 
read by him again and again. In the story Shravana, the boy, 
carried his blind parents on his shoulders to holy places. This 
story of obedience to parents left a strong impression on 
Mohandas. He showed the same obedience to his parents, 
teachers and elders. He was also attracted to the stories of 
"Prahlad" and" Harischandra". He liked Prahlad, the boy 
who suffered gladly for his great faith in God. He respected 
King Harischandra because he kept his word and sacrificed 
everything for truth. Stories such as these appealed to his 
heart and shaped his life. 


The great Indian epics, The Ramayana and The Maha- 
bharata, were often read out in his house and now and then 
there were religious discussions with holy men, belonging to 
Jain, Parsee and Muslim religions. Thus in his young mind 
were sown seeds of religious tolerance and equality of all 
faiths. A Gujarati verse read during this period appealed to 
his mind and influenced his thinking, particularly the two 
lines of the verse: 


"But the truly noble know all men as one. 
And return with gladness good for evil done” 


The substance of these remained as the guiding prin- 
ciple all through his life. 


Gandhi married Kasturba when he was a boy of thir- 
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teen years. He wrote : "Ido not think marriage meant any-thing 
more to me than the prospect of good clothes to wear, drum 
beating, marriage processions, rich dinners and a strange girl 
to play with. It was an agreement purely between parents, and 
children had noconcern with it." Those were the days of child 
marriages. Though he was very young he was a loving and 
faithful husband. He respected his matrimonial obligations 
and seldom neglected his other duties. Though he lost one 
year at school it could not disturb his studies. He never 
allowed his pleasures to stand in the way of his duties and 
responsibilities. He won many prizes at school. He was given 
scholarships too. He never did anything to deserve a rebuke 
or punishment from his teachers. Even as a boy he hated 
untouchability. He argued with his mother that " Harijans" 
should be treated as equals and not as inferiors. 


For a short period during his early life Gandhi fell 
under the evil influence of a student. This boy taught him 
smoking and other bad habits. He was afraid of darkness, 
cruel animals and strange happenings. He began to eat meat 
to get rid of the fear. He even thought that the Englishmen 
would run away if all Indians became strong by eating meat. 
This made him tell lies to his mother. When she had asked 
why he was late for meals he had to tell her lies. He told her 
that he was not hungry. This caused him pain after wards 
because he was good at heart. Soon Gandhi shook off the bad 
influences. He was determined not to do anything that made 
him tell lies to his dear mother. Once he stole a small piece 
of gold. As he was a good boy he could not keep this secret 
in his heart. He knew that stealing was a sin. So, one day as 
he told his father what he had done, tears flowed down his 
cheeks. His father also was in tears because he knew how 
good and truthful his young son was. 
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AS STUDENT 
AND LAWYER 


AFTER passing the Matriculation Examination in 1887, 
Gandhi joined the College at Bhavanagar. His father had 
died in 1886 and it was diffcult for his family to educate him. 
His progress in this college was not satisfactory. However 
hard he tried, he could not follow the lectures because the 
lectures were in a Style far above his standard. He did not 
continue there for long. On the advice of a family friend he 
was sent to England to become a barrister. He had to leave his 
motherland to study in a foreign country when he was only 
eighteen. In those days it was not easy for a member of an 
orthodox Hindu family to go to a foreign country. He had to 
be prepared to face social boycott. He had to face all this. His 
own mother was afraid that he might fall into temptation and 
sin. He was permitted to leave the country only when he took 
a vow before a Jain priest. He promised his mother that he 
would not touch meat, drink or woman during his stay in 
England. 
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During the voyage, he was strongly advised by an 
English passenger to eat meat as it would be difficult for him 
to perform the long journey through different countries with 
his simple vegetarian food. He refused to eat the meat 
saying that his promise to his mother should be kept under all 
circumstances. He lived on fruits and sweets only. In England 
it was more difficult for him to keep this vow. He had to 
answer the clever arguments of those who strongly supported 
meat-eating. On those occasions, he remembered his mother 
and prayed to God to give him the necessary strength of mind 
to overcome temptation. It took him some time to adjust 
himself to the new climate and the people. Each day he had 
to walk fifteen to twenty kilometers in order to get a 
vegetarian meal. He searched every nook and corner of 
London for a vegetarian hotel. Luckily, he found one in 
Farrington Street. 


It was here that Gandhi came across a book " Plea for 
Vegetarianism" written by a man called Salt. From now 
onwards there was no fear or doubt for him about the value 
and dignity of vegetarian food. He was no longer ashamed of 
his food habits. Soon he got nd of his shyness and started a 
vegetarian club. Indians and Englishmen joined this club as 
members. Gandhi became its Secretary. He also wrote ar- 
ticles to magazines explaining the uses of vegetarianism. 
Later he wrote a book Key to Health which is a collection of 
his articles on vegetarianism. At this time he met Sir Edwin 
Arnold, the famous writer, who was himself a vegetarian. 
The two books of Arnold, The Song Celestial and The Light 
of Asia made a deep impression on his mind . It was also 
during this period that he came intocontact with The Bhagwad 
Gita and The New Testament of the Bible. These books 
helped him to form his views on religion and life in the 
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coming years. He was particularly attracted to" The Sermon 
on the Mount" which teaches that love should be returned 
for hatred, and good for evil. "Whosoever shall smite thee on 
thy nght cheek, turn to him the other also." This teaching of 
Jesus Christ made a deep impression on his life. The life of 
the Buddha also influenced him greatly because it was the 
story of the prince who gave up all the pleasures of the world 
and chose a life of poverty and homelessness for the good 
of humanity. He read the lives of great religious leaders 
including that of Mohammad, the Prophet of Islam. He 
admired the Prophet's simplicity and discipline. He found 
something good and useful in each religion. All religions 
belonged to Gandhi. 


Even his temporary lapses like smoking cannot be 
considered as great defects 
because only a God or saint 
is expected to be completely 
free from mistakes in boy- 
hood. These would not have 
come to the notice of the 
world, if Gandhi himself did 
not mention them in his book, 
"My Experiments with 
Truth" . They only prove his 
moral courage, humility and 
great regard for truth. How 
many of us have the honesty 
to disclose our defects and 
weankesses to the public? 


In England, Gandhi 
- aii“ XJ tried to dress himself like an 
As Student in London English gentleman, follow- 
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ing the fashion of the day. He used to spend several minutes 
sitting before a mirror and adjusting his hair, neck-tie and the 
hat. But soon he realised that it is not dress that makes one a 
gentleman but one's conduct and character. He simplified his 
life and was very careful in spending during the rest of the 
period of his stay in England. He washed his clothes, even 
cooked his own food and lived in cheap rented rooms. He had 
also saved money by walking long distances. He did not 
travel by bus. Further he realised that long walks improved 
his health and kept him physically fit. While the other young 
men who went to England wasted their valuable time and 
money, Gandhi led a plain life following the ideal of simple 
living and high thinking. Food cost him one and three pence 
aday. Vulgar pleasures and amusements had no attraction for 
him. We read in our stories of ancient India that our ancient 
rishis and saints had also lived like this following the ideal 
of simple living and high thinking. 

When Gandhi visited Paris to see the Exhibition in 
1890, the great churches of France appealed to him more than 
its grand buildings and monuments which were tourists’ 
attractions. Great buildings attracted the ordinary men. Houses 
of God attracted Gandhi. 


Being broad-minded, Gandhi learned French and Latin 
for improving his knowedge. He also improved his English. 
After passing the examination, Gandhi became Barrister of 
Law in June 1891. He did not spend a single extra day in 
Britain. Immediately after this, he left for India. His mother 
had died when he was studying in England. His brother did 
not convey the news to him for fear that it might stand in the 
way of his studies. Gandhi started practising Law in 
Bombay. It was difficult for the young barrister to get along 
in his profession in a big city like Bombay, where there was 
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keen competition. There were already famous lawyers in that 
city. He had no cases. During his poor practice in Bombay he 
applied for a teacher's post in a local High School for a salary 
of Rs. 75 per month. He was rejected because he did not have 
a Bachelor's degree, which was the prescribed qualification. 


This being so, Gandhi left for Rajkot where he was able 
to earn Rs. 300 a month. With the influence of his brother he 
received an offer of a job from a South African firm. A rich 
Indian merchant in Natal of South Africa, Abdulla Sheth, 
wanted to engage him as a legal assistant to look after his 
business and court affairs. He readily accepted this offer for 
the opprotunity it gave him to see new.places and meet 
people. He would also be able to earn some money and help 
his brothter. But this would cause separation from his wife 
and two children. By this time Gandhi understood the value 
of Brahmacharya. His relations with his wife were more or 
less those of a teacher and his pupil. She became his life-long 
friend and companion in rain and shine. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
AND INDIA 


Abdulla Seth's business was in Durban in South Africa. 
During his stay in Durban, Gandhi came to know that Indians 
and other coloured people were not treated well by the ruling 
white race in South Africa. They were cruel and unjust to the 
Indians. He was shocked to find that they did not enjoy even 
the simple rights of human beings. On his very first appear- 
ance in the Durban Court, he was asked by the Magistrate to 
remove his turban and stand bare headed before him. It was 
usual for the Indians to suffer such indignities and insults at 
the hands of the ruling race. Being dignified and self- 
respecting, he refused to do this, and left the court in protest. 
He was sorry to note that his fellow-countrymen were called 
"coolies". Even merchants and barristers were called "coolie 
merchants" and "coolie barristers." This made him resolve to 
fight for the human rights of the Indians in South Africa. 
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On one occasion Gandhi had to travel by train from 
Durban to Pretoria. He bought a first class ticket and sat in 
the compartment like any body else unaware of what was 
soon going to happen. As the train travelled some distance 
and stopped at one of the stations, a white man got in and 
ordered him to leave the compartment. When Gandhi refused 
to get out, the white man called a policeman who pushed him 
mercilessly out of the compartment. As the train left the 
station without him, he had to spend a whole night in the 
station in the cold winter season. This was a painful experi- 
ence indeed. 


Gandhi being pushed out of a train 


The coloured men were not allowed to travel by the 
horse- drawn coach along with the European passengers. 
Once Gandhi was sitting by the side of the driver of the coach, 
as the white man who was called the "leader" of the coach did 
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not want him to sit along with the white passenger inside. 
Gandhi had to travel like this. But in the early hours of the 
morning the white man wanted to smoke, sitting comfortably 
by the side of the driver. He ordered Gandhi to leave the place 
and sit at the feet of the driver on the footboard. When he 
refused, he was abused and beaten up. The arrogance of the 
white men knew no bounds. 


On another occasion, Gandhi walked on a pavement 
hardly knowing that Indians were not allowed to use the 
footpaths or pavements. A policeman who was on duty 
manhandled him and removed him bodily from the street. 
Today we talk of human rights and every nation gives 
importance to them. But in those days.there was no protection 
to people against violation of human rights. Mr Coates, 
Gandhi's friend who saw this cruel and insulting treatment, 
asked him to complain against the policeman in a court of 
law. But Gandhi told him that he would never go to a court 
for personal matters. It was a matter of principle with him. 


At Johannesburg Gandhi could not get aroom ina hotel 
run by Europeans. Such experiences as these were not new to 
the Indians who had the misfortune to go to South Africa. 
Gandhi was determined to remain in South Africa as long as 
necessary to help the native people in all matters. 


As Abdulla's lawyer, Gandhi helped his firm to keep 
their accounts in a proper way. When there was a dispute 
between Abdulla and a merchant of Transval which took 
them to the court of law, he settled the matter out of court. 
Some lawyers were interested in earning more money by 
promoting hatred between men and prolonging their cases. 
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But Gandhi thought it was his 
sacred duty as a lawyer to 
unite people whenever they 
quarrelled. He was strictly 
honest in his dealings with his 
clients. In his opinion, a 
lawyer's duty is to help the 
Judge to know the truth, anda 
bad lawyer helps bad men to 
escape punishment. Stran- 
gely he was alawyer who was | _— 
not interested inearning fees} 
by prolonging litigation. He| \ | 
was unwilling to adopt ques- 
tionable methods. 


We find another in- ~ Leader of an Ambulance 
stance to show Gandhi's gre- Unit in Boer War 


atness and nobility as ailawyer. Oncea Tamilian labourer, by 
name Balasundram was badly beaten by his master. He lost 
two of his teeth. Gandhi pitied his condition. He obtained a 
medical certificate from a doctor as evidence and took the 
unfortunate 1aan to the Magistrate. A complaint was made 
according to rules. The Magistrate did justice. We do not 
know what exactly happened but the cruel master must have 
been suitably punished. After this incident he was looked 
upon as a friend of the poor. There would be any number of 
lawyers to serve the rich but it would be difficult to find one 
to help the poor. Whenever labourers got into trouble they 
ran to Gandhi for help. In hundreds of cases he helped the 
poor and settled their disputes. No wonder he was loved and 
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respected by all as a friend and benefactor ot tne poor and the 
under dog. 


Having decided to work for the Indians in South Africa, 
Gandhi began to take necessary steps to organize them. He 
kncw that unless the workers organized themselves and 
forgot their differences, they were not safe. He wanted to 
unite Hindus, Muslims and Parsis for a common cause. He 
also tried to bring together the rich and the poor, the mer- 
chants and the labourers. He held his first meeting at the 
residence of a popular merchant of Pretoria. He made his first 
public speech at this conference. He advised them to tell the 
truth and not tocheat even in business. He also pointed out the 
need for removing all differences of caste and community. 
Finally he wanted them to cooperate with him in forming an 
association to make representations to the authorities about 
their problems and difficulties. 


Thus Gandhi started a public organisation and named 
it "The Natal Indian Congress". He also knew that a political 
organisation like this could not work well unless the people 
had social and cultural education. So he added an educational 
wing to it by starting an Education Society. Soon a library 
was added to it. The Congress and the Association provided 
political and social education to the Indians in South Africa. 
He trained and prepared them for the struggle of non- 
violence. : 


Having done commendable work, Gandhi returned to 
India in 1896, after spending three years in South Africa. He 
wanted to spend a few months in India before he rejoined his 
friends in South Africa. In South Africa his services were still 
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required. During his stay in India he visited several places, to 
get support for the struggle of the Indians in South Africa. He 
published a paper containing a report on the miseries and 
sufferings of the Indians. Ten thousand copies of this were 
printed and sent to political leaders and newspapers in India. 
He also did social work at Rajkot by improving sanitation. It 
pained him when he saw people, rich and poor alike, living 
in unclean surroundings. Their dirty habits caused ill-health 
and disease. Through his advice and practical work, he 
helped them to improve their cleanliness. He liked nursing 
the sick and doing service to suffering humanity. He offered 
to the sick and the suffering, not only his own services but 
also those of his wife and the other members of his family. He 
sincerely believed that service should not be a matter of 
show or pride. He wanted service to be done with joy and 
humility as worship of God. He always taught that service to 
man is service to God. ("Manava sevais Madhava seva".) He 
set an example in sociaJ service and humanitarian work. 


Gandhi met Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, the most popular 
leader of Bombay at that time. He arranged a meeting in 
which Gandhi read a speech. He was admired and cheered by 
the audience. When he went to Poona, he met for the first time 
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, the great leader and free- 
dom fighter. Tilak told him that his movement would get 
encouragement and support from all the political parties and 
advised to hold a meeting under the presidentship of a non- 
party man. So a meeting was held under the presidentship of 
Professor Bhandarker. This meeting was a grand success and 
it gave a lot of confidence to Gandhi. 
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Gandhi also met Gopalakrishna Gokhale, another gre 
Indian leader, for the first time. Gokhale made a dee 
impression on him. Later on, Gandhi came to be known 
Gokhale's political disciple. Meetings were also held in 
Madras. Everywhere there was response and support for him 
and it kept his spirits high. 


When Gandhi went to Calcutta, he had to face difficul- 
ties in getting co-operation from the leaders and the press. A 
friend took him to his room in the Bengal Club. There Gandhi 
came to know that Indians were not allowed to enter the 
drawing room of the club. He was disappointed to know that 
in his own country, Indians were not respected by Europeans. 
Surendernath Banerjee, the famous orator of Bengal, advised 
him to approach the maharajahs for financial support. The 
maharajahs disappointed him. Gandhi had to start for South 
Africa in response to an urgent message received from there. 


During his second trip to South Africa Gandhi was 
accompanied by his wife and his two sons. When the ship 
reached Durban, the passengers were not permitted to land 
for several days. At first they were under the impression that 
this order was passed for reasons of health. Later they came 
to know that the white people of Natal wanted Gandhi to go 
back. They were all angry at Gandhi. They agitated for his 
return to India because they were told that Gandhi severely 
criticised them during his stay in India. They were also led to 
believe that Gandhi brought with him two ship-loads of 
Indians to settle in South Africa. Some mischievous elements 
spread that rumour. 


Atlast passengers were permitted to land. Two small 
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Ms Alexander protecting Gandhi against stone - throwing 
crowd in Durban 


boys recognised Gandhi in the street and shouted his name. 
A crowd of white men gathered in a few minutes. He was 
surrounded by angry men whothrew stones, bricks and rotten 
eggs at him. They fell upon him and began to strike his body 
with their fists. A noble lady, Mrs. Alexander, the wife of the 
Police Superintendent, happened to be there at that moment. 
She spread her umbrella over Gandhi to give him protection. 
On receiving a complaint from the Indians, Mr Alexander 
sent policemen who guarded Gandhi from further attacks. 
But Gandhi refused to take shelter in the police station. Later, 
Rustomji's house, where Gandhi was staying with his family, 
was attacked by the mob. On the advice of the police officer, 


Let us be worthy of our Gandhi nereciaioninaasaae a 


Gandhi left the place unnoticed by the angry crowds, wearing 
the uniform of an Indian constable. Thus, even when his life 
was in danger, he never lost hope and faith. He refused to 
complain against his enemies, inspite of the advice of his 
friends. True to his faith in love and nonviolence, he forgave 
his enemies like Buddha, Christ and Socrates. 


Gandhi was unwilling to admit his children in the 
public schools. On education he had original views which he 
sincerely followed in the case of his own children. Today, we 
know, many leaders in our country publicly condemn 
English -medium schools but privately send their children to 
English-medium schools and also to foreign countries. He 
never believed in saying one thing and doing another. Public 
schools gave greater importance to literary education than to 
character building. Therefore he felt that daily contact with 
parents was necessary to teach the children simplicity and 
spirit of service. Public schools with their hostel life would 
only encourage an artificial way of life. They create a 
distance between their students and the common people. 
Gandhi did not like any system of education that separated 
students from the common man. In his opinion, the heart is 
more important than the mind. Swamy Vivekananda said the 
same thing. 


Gandhi was more interested in doing social service 
than in earning money as a lawyer. He believed that nursing 
was a great opportunity to help the sick and the suffering. He 
set apart a few hours every day for doing service in a small 
hospital. He helped the patients in many ways. This experi- 
ence was very useful to him later on when he nursed the 
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ounded men in the Boer War and the Zulu Rebellion. 


It was during this period that Gandhi formed his ideas 
on Brahmacharya. He always placed the relations between 
husband and wife at a high level of purity and morality. He 
wanted that they should regard each other as life-long friends 
or partners in life. He believed in family planning through 
self-control. He said, "My main object was to escape having 
more children." He was of the opinion that it was not good to 
have more children. He knew that proper food habits would 
help the practice of Brahmacharya. Eating 1s necessary only 
to keep the body and the soul together as fit instruments for 
service. He advised people not to touch meat, liquor, tobacco 
and spices. Food should be simple and unfried. Fruits and 
nuts are ideal food. Gandhi told people that vegetarianism 1s 
not acult forcranks, but the secret of good health. Adam's ale, 
plain fresh water, is the best drink in the world. Walking and 
other forms of physical exercise are necessary for blood 
circulation. He was of the opinion that an occasional fast was 
good for health and Brahmacharya. He had no sympathy for 
those who wasted food through over-eating. They were not 
only injuring their health but also depriving their fellow men 
of their fair share of the country's food. 


Gandhi's life was very simple. He managed his affairs 
carefully, keeping his expenses low, never doing anything to 
please others or for the sake of false prestige. The pleasures 
that attracted other people did not appeal to him. As charges 
for washing were very high in South Africa, he washed his 
own clothes. Moreover the washerman made long delays in 
bringing back the clothes after washing. To avoid the in- 
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convenience Gandhi learnt the art of washing and taught it to 
his wife. He did not care when his friends laughed at his 
clothes which were not pressed stylishly. There is always 
dignity in doing one's own work without depending on 
servants for every thing. 


As the white barber in Pretoria refused to cut his hair, 
Gandhi cut his hair himself, sitting before the mirror. He did 
not care whether it was good or shabby. His friends saw his 
hair and laughed at him. When some one asked him why it 
was so ugly, he replied that the white barber refused to touch 
his black hair and he did a bit of self-service. He fearlessly 
followed truth without caring for public opinion. He did not 
do anything simply because all people were doing it. He did 
it only when he was satisfied that it was the right thing to do. 
He had the courage to do what was proper instead of blindly 
following other people. He had a sense of independence and 
self- respect. 


There was a war between the Boers and the Government 
of South Africa. The Boers were Dutch settlers. Gandhi did 
not want to use the situation to cause trouble to the Gov- 
ernment. Being a man of principles he never believed in 
exploiting the troubles of others to his own advantage. He 
thought that it was his duty to help the Government in diffi- 
culties. He offered his services to nurse the sick and the 
wounded soldiers by organizing a group of Indian’ to do this. 
The Government rejected this offer at the beginning. Later 
when they were losing battles, they agreed. The ambulance 
unit was led by Gandhi himself. He and his men did good 
work. For days they fearlessly moved under the fire of enemy 
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uns. Many lost their lives. Thus he was brave in exposing 
imself to nsk. 


Gandhi found that Indians in South Afnica were living 
unhealthy life. Their unclean habits had to be changed. He 
ent from door to door, advising them to improve their 
anitation. He knew the difficulties in his way. But he was 
onfident. He met with some opposition in the beginning but 
ontinued his efforts with great patience. He himself set an 
xample by sweeping the streets. 


When Gandhi decided to leave for India in 1901, his 
friends and admirers gave him many presents. Among them 
there were articles of gold and silver and also costly diamo- 
nds. A greedy and selfish man would have gladly accepted 
them for his own use. But Gandhi did not care for wealth and 
its glamour. Being a selfless public worker, he appointed 
trustees to use the gifts for the good of the public. He did not 
touch any one of them. Being very honest and sincere, he was 
of the opinion that public workers and persons in office 
should never accept costly presents. He set an example to 
others. 


As proposed, Gandhi returned to India in 1901. For the 
first time he attended Congress meeting at Calcutta. With the 
permission of the leaders Gandhi's resolution on the condi- 
tion of Indians in South Africa was included in the programme. 
He had an opportunity to work with great leaders like Tilak 
and Gokhale. Gokhale helped him in passing the resolution 
. At first he joined as a humble volunteer and worker. He 
assisted Ghosel, a senior leader, doing clerical work and little 
acts of personal service. When Ghosel came to know who 
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Gandhi was, he was sorry that he made him do such humble 
work. Gandhi never had false pride. He set an example to the 
volunteers by sweeping the floor and cleaning the latrine. 
When Gandhi himself did it, other volunteers could not say 
"no". The secret of his leadership was personal example. 


During his stay in Calcutta with Gokhale, Gandhi met 
several political, social and religious leaders. He loved Bengali 
music. He went on foot to Belur Math to see Swami 
Vivekananda, the great spiritual leader. He could not meet 
Vivekananda as he was sick at his house in Calcutta. He met 
Sister Nivedita who had come all the way from America to 
our country on account of her love for religion and God. 
Gandhi went on a short visit to Burma and studied the 
customs and manners of the people. 


He left Calcutta on a tour of the various places of India. 
We may call it Bharat Darshan. India is a sub-continent, a big 
country, bigger in size and population than many countries in 
Europe put together. The purpose of the tour was to get the 
feel of the country. 


He always travelled by train in Third class compart- 
ments in order to know the difficulties of the passengers. He 
found that railway authorities did everything to please the 
upper class passengers because they were rich and influen- 
tial. The passengers who travelled by the First or Second 
class were given soft and comfortable seats. But Third class 
passengers could not even enter the compartment. When 
Gandhi once travelled to Poona, he could not get even 
standing space in any of the Third class compartments. They 
were all overcrowded and neglected. When he approached 
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e ticket collector for help, he told him that he could do 

othing for him. Gandhi found that the railway officials did 
not care for the poor passengers. At the same time he could 
also see that the people who travelled Third class were 
unclean, selfish and indisciplined. They pushed each other 
out and behaved in a disorderly manner. They were smoking, 
spitting and throwing groundnut shells and banana peels 
everywhere in the compartment. Their dirty habits made him 
feel sorry for them. 


Gandhi compared the condition of Third class passen- 
gers in India with that of Third class passengers of Europe 
and other countries. In Europe they provided many comforts 
to this category of passengers. Everyone who purchased a 
ticket was given a comfortable seat in the compartment. 
They took all steps to prevent overcrowding in trains. Even 
in South Africa of Gandhi's time Third class passengers had 
better comforts. Gandhi pitied the Indian railway passengers. 
He continued to travel in Third class even after he became 
famous as Mahatma. 


During his tour Gandhi visited Benaras, Agra, Jaipur 
and Palanpur. He stayed in Dharmasalas, (choultries) in 
order to see how common people lived. The total amount 
spent by him on this journey was not more than thirty-one 
rupees including the ticket charges. He observed the same 
economy in handling his own money as well as the party 
funds or public donations. 


Gandhi set up practice as a lawyer at Rajkot. He led a 
simple and honest life. He never tried to earn more money by 
flattering or cheating the parties who went to him. He lived 
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Sweeping the street 


for some time in an old Dharmasala In Veeraval because he 
wanted to study the needs and problems of the common man. 
As a lawyer he was not much of a success, but he was able to 
doa bit of public work. On advice, he shifted his practice to 
Bombay. Referring to his nervousness when he appeared for 
his very first case Gandhi wrote in his auto-biography :"It was 
like a bride coming fresh to her father-in-law's place." He 
confessed : "At Bombay High Court I could not follow the 
cases and so I dozed off. There were others also who kept me 
company in this and thus lightened my sense of shame." 


At that time his second son, Manilal fell ill. Inresponse 
to Gandhi's treatment, there was no improvement in his 
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condition. A doctor, who was a Parsi, told him that it was 
necessary to give the boy non-vegetarian food 1n order to 
save his life. This was a test for Gandhi. As he was a strict 
vegetarian he did not like to follow the doctor's advice in this 
matter, come what may. However, there was a Struggle in his 
mind between his own principles and affection for his son. 
Finally he decided not to give the boy any non-vegetarian 
food. He gave him his own treatment and kept him on milk 
and fruit juice. Because he was deeply religious, he prayed to 
God to help his son. By God's grace his son recovered his 
health. Gandhi was pleased as his son was saved and happier 
still, for god saved his honour. 


4 


GOES AGAIN TO 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Gandhi again left for South Africa as his services were 
urgently required there. He went to Transval to fight for the 
rights of Indian settlers there. He wanted to present a petition 
when Chamberlain, the Prime Minister of England, was on a 
visit to South Africa. The Indians were not allowed to enter 
the province of Transval without a permit. Gandhi took a 
permit with him but the officers of the Asiatic Department 
did not allow Gandhi to present the petition as the leader of 
the Indian community. He did not mind this personal insult. 
He was more interested in the welfare of the community than 
in his own prestige. He always took a selfless interest in 
public work. The report prepared by him was threrefore read 
by another man. After this he set up practice at Johannesburg, 
another South African town. He shifted his practice from 
place to place where ever there was need for his services. 
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An insurance agent went to Gandhi. With his pleasing 
manners and the usual sales talk he requested Gandhi to in- 
sure his life. Gandhi was originally opposed to insurance. He 
was of the opinion that insurance was for persons who had no 
faith in God. He looked at his own position. He knew that he 
had sold away all the gold ornaments of his wife. He had no 
property of his own. If something happened to him, his wife 
and children would be a burden to his brother. His brother had 
already spent a lot of money on him. So he agreed to insure 
his life for Rs. 10,000. But his heart was not in it. He thought 
over this every day. After some time, he allowed the insur- 
ance policy to lapse. He was happy that he did the nght thing 
in placing himself and his family in the hands of God. He was 
too unselfish and public - spirited to think of security for 
himself and his family. 


His time at Johannesburg was divided between reli- 
gious books like Bhagwad Gita and political work like 
Satyagraha. In his opinion religion and action should always 
go together. He believed in 'doing' The religion which teaches 
idleness and makes people lazy cannot be considered as true 
religion. Right action always produces good results. 


A lady at Johannesburg requested Gandhi to help her 
with some money to run a vegetarian hotel. Gandhi had no 
money of his own. He had with him some money belonging 
to his clients. He helped the woman by giving her a loan of 
Rs. 15,000. As the money belonged to Badri, one of his 
clients, he told him about it and took his permission. Badr 
agreed because he had complete faith in Gandhi. Afterwards 
the lady was not in a position to pay off the debt. Gandhi held 
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himself responsible for this loss of a large amount or money 
belonging to another man. He himself paid the amount to 
Badri out of his own pocket. Such was his honesty and respect 
for others' money. 


Through experience and experiments, Gandhi found 
that fresh fruits were good for health. It was the natural food 
for man. He took a vow to avoid even milk. This experiment 
failed. Afterwards he agreed to take goat's milk, when his 
wife told him that he took a vow not to touch only cow's milk 
or buffalo's milk. In his illness, he did this. He found many 
secrets of health. One should not take too many medicines. 
Over-drugging is harmful. Nature cures most of the diseases, 
without medicines. Control of eating in quantity and quality 
is necessary for physical and mental health. A glass of water 
with a dash of lemon pleased him most. 


Gandhi had love for all. He hated the sin but loved the 
sinner. He found dignity and sacredness in every human 
being. Once he prosecuted two officers of the Government 
for taking bribes for giving a permit. They were not punished 
by the court of law. But the Government dismissed them for 
their bad conduct. Later on they were given a chance of 
getting jobs in Johannesburg Municipality, if Gandhi did not 
object. Gandhi helped them by not opposing this. He hated 
their crimes but did not hate them as persons. Similarly he 
hated British rule in India but did not hate the British people. 


There was a lot for Gandhi to do. He did his office work 
and public work with the assistance of four clerks whom he 
treated like the members of his own family. He wanted the 
services of a typist because none of them knew typewriting. 
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European clerks were generally unwilling to serve under an 
Indian master. He was lucky to get the services of a young 
European girl, Miss Dick. She was brave and good. She 
served him faithfully and he helped her by arranging her 
marriage. When she left him after marriage, another lady 
took her place. She was Miss Sahlesin. She remained long in 
his service and helped him in every way while taking only a 
small salary. When he offered her more, she did not take it 
because she liked his principles and way of life. She was of 
great help to him during the period of Satyagraha in South 
Africa. 


Gandhi knew the value of writing and publishing. To 
let the public know about his views and to unite and organise 
the people he started a weekly magazine called "The Indian 
Opinion” in 1904 in which he wrote about the problems of the 
Indian community in South Africa. The magazine was of 
great help to him in doing his political and social work. Soon 
it became very popular. It was published in several languages 
including English. The paper was very useful in organising 
public opinion in support of the cause of the Indians in South 
Africa. Madaajit was the Editor of the magazine. Later 
Gandhi placed it in the hands of Mr. West. Mr. West agreed 
to work on a small salary because he had great respect for 
Gandhi and the public work he was doing. 


As a lawyer, Gandhi helped the Indians in protecting 
their rights. He took only small amounts as his fees and half 
of it he gave to the fund for helping the Indians. He also did 
his best to improve the health and sanitation in "coolie 
locations” where the poor Indian labourers lived. When there 
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was black plague, Gandhi arranged proper medical care for 
them with the help of a good European doctor. He himself 
nursed them without any fear of catching the disease. 


One day Gandhi met Polak in a hotel. Soon they 
became close friends. Polak gave him a copy of Ruskin's 
book "Unto The Last.” This book influenced Gandhi very 
much. It taught the truth that a good man will make a good 
society. If we are good, the world will be good. It also taught 
that a life of labour is a life worth living. A barber is as useful 
to society as a writer or doctor. Those who work with their 
hands are not inferior to those who work with their brains. 


In 1904, Gandhi started a kind of workers' camp called 
Phoenix Settlement. The people who worked in the press and 
office of the Jndian Opinion lived in the settlement which 
was two and a half miles away from Phoenix railway station. 
Gandhi's idea was to live in a village far away from the dust 
and noise of cities. He wanted to work with his hands as far 
as possible without using machines. Polak left his job as a 
Critic in a newspaper and joined the camp to work with 
Gandhi. Soon it grew into a village with half a dozen families. 
Gandhi performed the marriage of Polak with an English 
lady. Mrs. Polak helped them in running the Phoenix Settle- 
ment. Later another Englishman, Mr. West, joined them. 
West went to Scotland and returned with his wife, a sister and 
his mother-in-law. They all joined Gandhi's “Joint family." 
They had a happy social life. 


Gandhi believed in the dignity of physical labour. He 
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wanted that one should do one's own work without depend- 
ing on servants. He trained his own children in this manner. 
At Phoenix he used a handmill to make flour with which 
bread was made. He did not like to go to shops for buying 
bread. This home-made bread was always found to be fresh 
and pure. Every person at the Phoenix farm was expected to 
do his or her work including cleaning and sweeping. Even 
children helped their parents in work in their spare time, 
without neglecting their studies. 


Zulus were people living in South Africa. They were 
natives of that country. They rebelled against the Govern- 
ment because they were not properly treated. Gandhi offered 
his services to nurse the sick and the wounded. He became the 
leader of a group of Indian volunteers. They washed the 
wounds of the Zulus, and applied ointment. They found that 
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the Europeans were cruel to them. Sometimes Gandhi and his 
men had to walk forty miles a day to nurse them. His services 
were liked by the Zulus, who were poor and helpless. 


In 1906 when he was thirty-seven, Gandhi took the 
vow of Brahmacharya (celibacy). He observed it until his 
death in 1948. Brahmacharya means control of all the organs 
of sense. It means right conduct, suitable for a man of God. 
He felt that there could be no self- improvement without self- 
control in thought, word and deed. When his wife fell sick, he 
did not call a doctor. He himself treated her. As she did not 
get better, he asked her not to take salt in her food. When she 
told him that it was impossible, Gandhi took a vow not to 
touch salt for one year. She felt very much for this and 
followed her husband's advice. After some time there was 
improvement in her condition. Soon she recovered her health. 
Gandhi always thought that proper diet was good for health 
and prevention is better than cure. 


In South Africa Gandhi found a new way of fighting 
political and social evils. In the beginning it was called 
"passive resistance". Later he used the word "Satyagraha”. 
Satyagraha consisted in non-violence. Satyagraha played a 
very important part in South Africa and India in the coming 
thirty years. He led batches after batches of people into the 
jail. They lost fear of Government. Gandhi demanded equal 
treatment for Indians under the law. Once he was seriously 
injured when a fellow Indian attacked him for believing 
Government's promise in a certain matter. He fainted with the 
words "Hey Ram" (Oh God) on his lips. He was not at all 
angry with the person who attacked him. When he came to 
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know that the man was arrested, he requested the authorities 
to let him out. Later on, Gandhi suffered harsh treatment in 
a Transval prison. He was given a spade and made to dig hard 
ground. He did the work silently, repeating the verses from 
the Gita. 


Tolstoy Farm was a place belonging to Kalienbach, a 
German. Gandhi and the other Satyagahis lived in Tolstoy 
Farm, twenty-one miles away from Johannnesburg. There 
was a small house with a thousand fruit trees. About sixty 
people lived there and worked under Gandhi's leadership. 
Among them there were Hindus, Muslims, Parsis and Chnis- 
tians. They were made to live a simple and hard life. Even jail 
life was more comfortable than the life on the Tolstoy Farm. 
They put on labourer's clothes. They had to walk forty-two 
miles if they went to Johannesburg for anything. It was all 
based on the principles of self-help and self-service. There 
were no servants. They had no chairs and beds. Everybody 
slept on the floor. 


Though Gandhi lived only on fruits he could easily 
walk this distance. Once he walked fifty-five miles. All meals 
were light. Everyone lived by manual work. The children of 
the Tolstoy Farm dug pits, did carpentry, learnt shoe-making 
and carried heavy loads. The training given to the children 
shows Gandhi's greatness as a teacher. As a teacher he knew 
that example was greater than text-book lessons. In his view, 
culture and character were more important than learning 
from books. Gandhi felt that without training in strict disci- 
pline, nothing worthwhile could be achieved. He said "Dis- 
cipline is to disorder what dams and bulwarks are to floods 
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and storms”. 


On Tolstoy Farm Gandhi trained a small group of 
Satyagrahis. This group grew into an army of two thousand 
as many labourers joined. Workers in coal mines went on 
strike. They all marched with Gandhi. In two days they 
walked a distance of thirty-six miles. Having eaten only 4 
pound and a half of bread and an ounce of sugar, they 
conducted themselves in great discipline. They all observed 
non-violence. On the way a woman lost her child. The baby 
fell into the stream when they were crossing it. She did no 
weep. She said that they should not weep for the dead bul 
work for the living. Gandhi was arrested many times. The 
Government punished the labourers very severely. But they 
had faith in Gandhi. In four days he was arrested three times 
Finally, Satyagraha went on for eight years. At the end of the 
struggle Gandhi presented General Smuts, the British Chie! 
of South Africa, a pair of sandals which were made by him 
while he was in prison. This gift shows that Gandhi nevet 
hated any person, though he attacked the policies of the 
Government. Through suffering and self-sacrifice he wor 
the non-violent struggle. 


1914 was the year of Great War fought betweer 
England and Germany. Gandhi was in London on his way t¢ 
India. He held a meeting of the Indians who lived in Englanc 
and Ireland and advised them to help the British Governmen 
by joining the Medical Unit. He wanted to nurse the wound 
soldiers. Eighty Indians, mostly university students, join 
He worked with Sarojini Naidu, the great poet and patni 
who became his follower later on. 


Goes again to South Africa 


When Gandhi returned to India in 1915, public meet- 
ngs were held in his honour. He was praised as the Hero of 
outh Africa. Gopala Krishna Gokhale saw a very bright 
‘uture for Gandhi. He briefed Gandhi on Indian politics. 
Gandhi had great respect for him and regarded him as his 
political Guru. When Gokhale died, Gandhi waiked bare - 
foot for a year out of respect for his memory. He was loyal and 
devoted to him. 


Gandhi visited Rabindranath Tagore, the great poet, at 
Shantiniketan. This was the meeting of two great men who 
thought and worked differently. But both loved India and 
mankind. Gandhi liked the Gurkula atmosphere in which the 
students learnt at Shantiniketan. He advised them to dismiss 
their cooks and servants and to sweep the grounds and clean 
the latrines. They did this as long as Gandhi stayed with them 
out of respect for him. He wanted students not to look down 
upon manual work. 


Gandhi went to Calcutta and Rangoon. Many people 
went to Gandhi to have his "darshan". He already became 
famous as the hero of South Africa. People began to consider 
him as a fairy tale figure. 


On the banks of river Sabarmati near Ahmedabad, 
Gandhi started an Ashram. It came to be known as Sabarmati 
Ashram or Satyagraha Ashram. It was a mile away from 
Sabarmati prison. According to Gandhi, an Ashram was 
group-life lived in a religious spirit. Here he worked in a 
small room for sixteen years. There was trouble in the 
Ashram when Gandhi admitted a family of untouchables. 
The rich merchants of Ahmedabad refused to give money to 
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the Ashram. Even his wife Kasturba and his dear disciple 
Maganlal did not like Gandhi's action. But Gandhi had his 
way. Kasturba had to change her mind. Maganlal left the 
ashram to visit Madras for a few months. However money 
came from people like Ambalal Sarabhai who gave help 
secretly. He had always confidence that money would be sent 
by God for a good cause. His faith did not fail. 


At Sabarmati Ashram, strict principles were observed. 
Every member was trained in discipline. Truth, non-violence 
and Brahmacharya were observed. Non-violence or Ahimsa 
meant love for all and malice towards none. 


Gandhi was affectionately called "Bapu". He expected 
everyone to lead a simple and plain life. He himself set an 
example to his followers by his simple habits. Once thieves 
entered the Ashram and stole Kasturba's box. Gandhi did not 
report this to the police. He was surprised to know that his 
wife had a box. She told him that there were only her 
grandchildren's clothes in the box. This reply did not satisfy 
him. He said that children and grandchildren should look 
after their own future. He expected such a high standard of 
conduct from everyone. The Sabarmati Ashram did for the 
Satyagraha struggle of India what the Phoenix and Tolstoy 
Farms had done in South Africa. It was the training camp for 
non-violence and non-possession. 


Gandhi wanted to help labourers who had to’pay a kind 
of tax in those days. Being poor, they could not pay. It was 
also an insult to them. Gandhi went round the country and 
addressed meetings to get support and influence public 
opinion. He also took the help of leaders like Madanmohan 
Malaviya. The Congress passed a resolution on this. The 
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irtish Government was told about the position. Preparations 
ere made to start Satyagraha, if necessary. At last, the 
overnemnt agreed to remove the tax. There was no need for 
onducting Satyagraha. It was a personal victory for Gandhi. 


When Gandhi attended the Annual Conference of the 
ndian National Congress at Lucknow in 1906a farmer called 
ajkumar Shukla requested him to help the farmers of Bihar. 
he farmers of Champaran District in Bihar were forced to 
grow indigo crop on 15% of their land and give it to the 
landlords. Later when landlords did not need indigo, they 
collected money from the farmers. It was called "Thinkathia". 
Gandhi pitied the poor farmers who worked day and night for 
eight pice a day. As lawyers were charging Rs. 10,000 to 
15,000 for any small case, Gandhi wanted to help them. He 
was always ready to help the poor and the suffering. He met 
Babu Rajendra Prasad and Acharya Kripalani who became 
his followers and worked with him. Mahadev Desai also 
joined him. Mahadev Desai became his efficient secretary. 


Gandhi thought that his first duty was to educate the 
villagers, because 80% of Indians belong to villages. He 
selected teachers very carefully. In his opinion, character 
was more important than degrees. The villagers must be 
taught cleanliness and good manners more than anything. 
Each teacher was given food and a room to live in. Kasturba 
herself was one of the teachers. Volunteers did hospital 
service under the care of a doctor. Social work and political 
work went on side by side. Soon the Government ordered 
Gandhi to leave Champaran. Finally a committee was ap- 
pointed by the Government with Gandhi as a member. 
"Thinkathia" was removed. The indigo planters were ordered 
to return some money to the farmers. It was a victory for the 
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poor man. Gandhi won another battle of non-violent action. 
An unknown farmer could take Gandhi to his district for 
help! There Gandhi remained for over seven months to serve 
the poor farmers. He never allowed them to use violence ip 
their just struggle. 


The labourers’ strike at Ahmedabad was an important 
event in the history of Satyagraha. Gandhi was called to 
Ahmedabad when the dispute started. The mill workers were 
not paid proper wages by the mill owners. Gandhi proposed 
settlement by a third party. It was not accepted by the mill 
owners. The workers went on strike. Peaceful meetings were 
held under a tree in Sabarmati Ashram. Thousands of work- 
ers attended these meetings. Ambalal Sarabhai was the 
leader of the mill owners. His sister Anasuya Devi was on the 
side of the workers. Four conditions were laid down by 
Gandhi for the striking workers: 


1. The strike should be peaceful and non-violent. 

2. The strikers should not trouble those who did not join 
the strike. 

3. | They should not beg from others when they needed 
money. 

4. They could earn their bread by doing any other work. 


The workers strictly observed these conditions for two 
weeks. Later on they lost their patience. They could not 
conduct themselves with discipline. So Gandhi who always 
observed non-violence, told them that he would fast till the 
strike was settled. This brought pressure on both sides. He 
fasted for three days. The mill owners accepted his original 
proposal. The decision of the third party was in favour of the 
workers. The twenty-one days’ non-violent strike was suc- 
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essful. He used the weapons of fast and non-violence only. 
hrough his own suffering he wanted to change the hearts of 
people. That was Gandhi's method. 


The Kheda Satyagraha of Gujarat brought greater fame 
to Gandhi as a champion of the poor. The peasants of Kheda 
District in Gujarat were poor. As their crops failed, they 
could not pay taxes to the Government. They had to seil their 
land or property if they wanted to pay the tax. The Govern- 
ment did not pity them. Gandhi used non-violence to help the 
poor peasants. Vallabhai Patel gave up his practice as a 
successful lawyer and joined the Satyagraha movement. The 
farmers, rich and poor, were determined not to pay the tax. 
They bravely faced all suffering. Some of them were even 
imprisoned. In the end the Government changed its stand. 
The land tax was not collected from the poor peasants. Thus 
the non-violent struggle was successful once more. 


Gandhi sincerely believed that all men are brothers and 
all religions are equally good. He wanted Hindus and Mus- 
lims to live like brothers. Two leaders of the Muslims 
Maulana Shaukat Ali and Maulana Mahmed Ali were his 
close friends. They worked with him till the last. when they 
were arrested during the war, Gandhi made every effort for 
their release. He was invited to address the Mus!im Confer- 
ence at Calcutta. He told them that it was the duty of every 
Muslim and every Hindu to work for the release of the Ali 
brothers. Muslims loved and respected Gandhi. The British 
always tried to divide Hindus and Muslims. They did every- 
thing to keep them at a distance from each other. But Muslims 
as well as Hindus and Christians knew that Gandhi was their 
true friend. Throughout his life he worked to integrate their 
minds and unite their hearts. They shouted "Hindu Muslim 
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Bhai Bhai". Hindu-Muslim friendship lasted for several 
years. 


During World War I Gandhi supported the British 
Government because he loved democratic Governments. 
Democratic Government or Democracy means the rule of the 
people elected by the people. It is a form of government 
opposed to the rule of a king or a dictator (who comes into 
power by force). Though England had a king, it was a 
democracy. Gandhi thought that Britain would give freedom 
to India after the war was over. As a true Satyagrahi, he 
trusted his enemy. Leaders like Tilak and Annie Besant did 
not agree with him. He and Sardar Patel went from place to 
place addressing meetings supporting the war against dicta- 
torship. He invited young men to join the war and fight 
against the enemies of democracy. 


Even in politics he was not rigid and dogmatic. He was 
not opposed to Socialism and Communism. In 1947 he said 
at a political meeting: "Nearly fifty years ago when I was 
practising Law in South Africa, many people used to call 
themselves Socialists. But they were less socialistic than I 
was. I used to work among the labourers. I have made this a 
part of my life's work. This is true socialism. I have always 
considered myself a true servant of the peasants and the 
workers.... I am of the opinion that even a king can be a 
Socialist by becoming a servant of the people". * 


Once he wrote "The underlying belief of Communism 
is good and as old as the hills." Gandhi's objection was only 
to the means and the practice of violence. He was too broad- 
minded to be identified with any ‘ism' - not even Gandhism. 


AFTER 1918 - 
AS CONGRESS LEADER 


War ended in 1918. But peace did not return. The British 
Govenrment kept all the leaders in prison. They made the 
laws more strict. It was clear that they did not want to give 
freedom to India. Gandhi was disappointed. At that time he 
was in Madras with Rajagopalachari (who later became the 
first Indian Governor-General). He called upon the people to 
observe complete hartal all over the country. A hartal means 
the closing of all shops, factories and business places as a 
mark of protest against oppression or a great wrong. It was 
successful in many provinces. Gandhi continued this non- 
violent struggle for India's Independence, for twenty-eight 
years till the British rulers left the country. In every province 
he organised a non-violent struggle againsi the injustice of 
the Bntish Government. 


During this period Gandhi had no rest. He slept little. 
The leaders in all provinces followed his example of courage, 
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suffering and non-violence. Sarojini Naidu, Madanmohan 
Malaviya, C.R.Das, Motilal Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai, Jawahar- 
lal, Vallabhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Rajagopalachani, 
Tanguturi Prakasam, Dr. Pattabhi and many great leaders led 
the freedom struggle and Swadeshi movement in their 
provinces. Under Gandhi's leadership, new history was made. 
The hearts of Indians were filled with patriotism. They all 
went to jail. Even when they were beaten up and ill-treated by 
the cruel officers they remained non-violent. Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad stood by Gandhi. 


Gandhi was one of the very impurtant persons at the 
Amritsar Congress Session. Under his leadership, Congress 
had its constitution prepared. A constitution consists of rules 
and clear guidelines for con- 
ducting the activities of an 
organisation. Great changes 
were brought into the Con- 
gress organisation. He was the 
central figure at the Calcutta 
Congress. When Lala Lajpat 
Rai was president, the word 
"non-cooperation" was accep- 
ted. At the Nagpur Congress 
it was supported. Non-violent 
non-cooperation became the 
policy of the Congress. Swaraj 
or self-rule was its chief aim. 
Swadeshi or Khaddar, remo- 


val of untouchability, s . 
Hindu-Muslim unity, hand- Punjab Kesar Lala Lajpat Rai 
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spinning and hand-weaving were accepted and supported by 
all. All this was Gandhi's programme. Hindus, Muslims and 
Sikhs followed in his footsteps. They decided to non-coop- 
erate with the British Government and boycott British goods, 
Bnitish schools, British titles and British jobs. He told them 
that Swaraj would come of its own in one year if they all 
practised non-cooperation. 


After Tilak's death, Congress depended upon Gandhi 
for leadership. He asked people to collect one crore of rupees 
for Tilak Fund. European clothes began to be seen less and 
less. Middle class people and India's poor workers and 
peasants became important. In a nation kept under subjec- 
tion, he behaved like a free man. He returned to the British 
Government the two South African war medals, and the 
Kaiser-i-Hind Gold Medal which were given to him for 
meritorious social work. He set an example to his followers. 
Motilal Nehru, his son Jawaharlal Nehru, C.R.Das and 
Vallabhai Patel and thousands of people like them left the 
British law courts for ever. Thousands of students came out 
of their schools and colleges to go into villages to do service. 
Doctors and teachers joined the battle for freedom. On his 
advice, peasants refused to pay taxes. British goods were 
boycotted but British books and surgical instruments were 
still in use, because there was nothing wrong in using them. 
They are the tools of service and symbols of civilisation. 
Gandhi said "soap is a symbol of civilisation." 


Gandhi travelied from place to place addressing mass 
meetings. People in thousands went to the railway stations to 
see him. In Assam, Madras (Andhra Pradesh was also part of 
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Madras province) and Bengal, Gandhi and Mahmed Ali © 
travelled together. They made speeches from the same plat- 
form. The Congress flag was made in three colours with a 
charkha or spinning-wheel in the middle. Gandhi regularly 
wrote articles in the two papers - Young India and Nav Jivan. 
These papers explained his views and provided information 
to the public. They became popular. 


In 1921 Gandhi stopped wearing his cap, dhoti, and 
shirt. He began to wear loin-cloth (a small piece of cloth 
covering his body from waist to knees). This was the dress of 
a poor man. Gandhi took with him a small cloth bag to carry 
all the things he needed. Simple habits needed simple com- 
forts; he could carry in one small bag every thing. 


With Nehru and Patel 
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The leaders were asked to go to their districts and start 
non-cooperation. Mahmed Ali was arrested when he advised 
Muslims not to join the British Army. C.R.Das, Motilal 
Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai and several other Congress leaders 
were arrested. Many left Government service. In all, twenty 
thousand people were put in jail. Ten thousand more joined 
in a few months, At its Ahmedabad session, Congress gave 
Gandhi full powers to lead the party. For a long time from 
then onwards Gandhi was Congress and Congress was Gandhi. 
And Congress was the nation, in those days. 


Some leaders wanted to employ violent methods. But 
Gandhi told them that non-violence required greater courage 
than violence did. His non-violence was not cowardice but a 
very powerful instrument. It was not for timid people. In 
1920 he wrote in Young India : "Where there is only achoice 
between cowardice and violence, I would advise violence”. 
He also told the people that they should forgive their enemies 
but not punish them. He was sad whenever people behaved 
violently. When he heard that the mob killed the constables 
and burnt the police station at Chauri-Chaura, he was un- 
happy. He even postponed the proposed Satyagraha at Bardoli. 
He fasted for five days. He was very sad when a British 
General shot hundreds of innocent men at Jallianwala Bagh. 
It was the slaughter of unarmed men by a cruel man called 
General Dyer. 


In 1922 Gandhi was arrested for writing articles in 
Young India, asking people not to co-operate with the British 
Government. During his trial he told the court that he sincerely 
believed that it was the duty of every citizen to non-cooperate 
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with evil and co-operate with good. He requested the Judge 
to give him the highest punishment if he was in the wrong. 
The British Judge at Ahmedabad treated him with great 
courtesy, because he knew his selflessness and saintly quali- 
ties. He was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment. Gandhi 
thanked the Judge for his "mild" sentence. Several people 
who were present at the court room, fell at his feet and wept. 
The Mahatma walked into the jail with a smile. How many 
times he suffered imprisonment for his country! How many 
years of solitary confinement he cheerfully endured in Birtish 
jails! 


In the course of his 20 - year long struggle in South 
Africa he discovered Satyagraha, a new method of waging 
war without violence. He was a pioneer of three major 
revolutions of our time - violence, colonialism and racism. 
He saw the success of his efforts in the first two revolutions. 
But the third one (violence) claimed his own life. "My 
mission", he said "is not merely the brotherhood of the Indian 
humanity. My mission is not merely freedom of India. I hope 
to realise and carry on the mission of the brotherhood of 


man. 


Let us see in the coming chapters what he did further 
and what has been accomplished. 


Jail lite had no terrors for him. On several occasions he 
sent telegrams congratulating his frends and followers when 
they were arrested. He said, "We must widen the prison gates 
and enter them as a bridegroom enters the bride's room". In 
his opinion the road to freedom went through the prison. He 
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spent a total of 2,338 days of his life in jails. 


This was perhaps a world record only recently beaten 
by Nelson Mandela of South Africa who fought against apar- 
theid (racial ‘discrimination) in his own country where Gan- 
dhi conducted his non-violent war against the Government. 
Mandela who now became the President of South Africa, was 
in jail for 35 years. 
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SABARMATI ASHRAM 


Life in Sabarmati Ashram and after 1932 at Sevagram (near 
Nagpur) was simple and calm. The inmates of the Ashram 
were more than members of his own family. He loved to play 
with children. They were happy in his company. He believed 
in the goodness and innocence of children. He thought that 
they were the hope of the future in the custody of the present. 


Life in the Ashram was simple, peaceful, orderly and 
disciplined. Everyone was made to observe cleanliness, 
punctuality and economy. Physical labour and spinning for at 
least an hour were also important things in the Ashram. 


Gandhi knew that in a poor and backward country like 
India, every paisa had its value. Nothing should be wasted - 
food, money or material. He used post cards for writing his 
letters. For writing daily notes he used old letters, written on 
one side. Even old envelopes were carefully used as letters 
after removing the folds. Even pins and tags were removed 
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rom letters for future use. 


Once a letter of twelve pages came from Poona asking 
1im to meet a saint and receive his blessings. Mahadev Desai, 
uis Secretary, read the letter first. He told Gandhi that it was 
, useless letter and therefore should be thrown away. When 
hey were about to throw itaway, Gandhi asked whether there 
was not anything in it he could use. They said "No". Gandhi 
ook the pinand leftthe papers! Evena pin was not wasted. 
tis example was followed by his disciples like Dr. Pattabhi 
who used to say that when a dhoti was torn he used it as 
sedsheet, when it was torn it became a towel aind when it was 
ilso torn, it was used as a hand-kerchief. He once advised the 
wuthor of this book to stand a soap edge-ways in the box after 
‘inishing bath so that it may last longer. 


Once Gandhi had to send a telegram to his lawyer, 
Mavlankar, who later became the Speaker of the Constituent 
Assembly. When he came to know that it was a holiday and 
he post office would charge extra money, he put the telegram 
n a cover and posted it. On another occasion he lost a small 
yencil. His men searched every corner for it but could not 
‘ind. Somebody brought a new pencil. But Gandhi was not 
satisfied till the lost pencil was traced and brought back to 
im. When he saw it he received it with a big smile. Nothing 
was too small for him in value. 


In 1924 Gandhi had appendicitis. As there was no time 
o send word to the Indian doctors, Colonel Maddock, a 
3ritish Surgeon, got ready to perform the operation. Gandhi 
igreed. He dictated a letter to his friends, V.S. Srinivasa 
yastry, President of the Servants of India Society and Dr. 
5 
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Pathak. The letter contained a public statement that the 
British officers showed him kindness and the doctors treatec 
him very well. This statement was made to help the Britist 
Government. Otherwise, people all over the country woulc 
rise in revolt against the Government and set fire to building: 
and property, if the operation failed. 


During the operation, electric lights failed. When 2 
battery light was used, it also failed. Then they used < 
hurricane lamp. However, the operation was successful. The 
British Government released Gandhi after the operation. 
Though Gandhi did not believe in western medicine, he hac 
very high opinion of western surgery. Once he was presen: 
at the operation of Manu Gandhi, his relative. rin conetelly 
observed as Dr. Bhargava did | ; 
it for an hour. He did not} ~ 
speak a word during the oper- | ~ 
ation. He was all attention. | 


There was Hindu-Mus- } 
lim fighting in our country at | _/ 
many places. Gandhi felt very 
bad about this. He decided to |: 
fast for twenty-one days. He 
had chosen to do this at the 
house of his Muslim friend 
Mahmed Ali. Gandhi and 
Mahmed Ali were like broth- 
ers. They were living ex- 
amples of Hindu-Muslim 
friendship and unity. They 
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old their followers that no outsider could remain as their 

asterif they were united in their hearts. During the fast, two 

uslim doctors attended on Gandhi. Deenabandhu C.F. 

ndrews, a Christian missionary, acted as nurse. Most of the 
time was spent in prayers and silence. After twentyone days, 
when the fast ended, there were readings from the Koran, the 
Bible and the Gita. It was done in the presence of the Ali 
brothers, Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, Motilal Nehru and 
C.R. Das. 


In 1924 Gandhi was made President of the Congress. 
By this time, many people gathered to have his "darshan". 
They touched his feet. As thousands of people fell on his feet, 
some times he had to apply vaseline to them. He never lost his 
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reason and humility. Once a man wearing Gandhi's photo- 
graph round his neck, fell at his feet and thanked him for 
curing his disease of paralysis. Gandhi asked how it was 
done. The man told him that he took several medicines for 
cure. But the disease did not leave him. Finally, he wore 
Gandhi's photograph round his neck. There was a magic cure. 
It acted like a "Mantra" and he was free from his trouble : " 
Gandhi smiled and told him that he was cured by God and not 
by Gandhi. 


On another occasion, a lawyer fell off a running train. 
From the way he fell, people feared that his head would 
break. But he was found to be safe. He informed every one 
that Gandhi saved his life. "I was saved", he said "because I 
travelled by the same train in which Gandhi was travelling." 
Gandhi laughed and told him "If I am God, you should not 
have fallen at all". His humility and sense of humour never 
left him. 


Gandhi went from one end to the other end of the 
country addressing meetings and collecting money for the 
poor. He told the people that khaddar (hand-spun cloth or 
Khadi) was the important thing for getting Swaraj. Sixty 
crores of rupees were going out of India every year when 
people wore mill cloth made in England and other foreign 
countries, Hand-spinning was made a rule at Congress meet- 
ings. Only those who put on khaddar were allowed to join the 
Congress. khaddar meant jobs for the poor and freedom for 
the country. It became the livery of patriotism in those days. 


Wherever he went, people gave him money and jewels. 
He felt that ornaments were a sin in a poor country like India 
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here one did not get a monthly income of more than 2 1/2 
pees. Many women gave their bangles and other gold 
aments to him. He did not accept gold or silver caskets 
-ontaining welcome addresses. He sold the caskets then and 
there. He did not accept even flower garlands, saying that 
flowers were killed to make a garland. At some meetings he 
‘old the people that he was a merchant and went to them for 
the business of selling khaddar. Indeed he was a business- 
man; the only difference was that he gave away his entire 
income and profits to the poor, and himself lived a beggar's 
life. Pandit Madanmohan Malaviya begged for the Benaras 
University. Mahatma Gandhi begged for the entire nation. 


"Eat only when you are hungry", Gandhi said, "And 
when you have laboured for it". Those who ate the bread of 
idleness had no support from him. He fasted once again in 
1925. It was a week's fast. He called it a personal fast without 
any public purpose. In 1925 he gave up the Presidentship of 
he Congress in favour of Mrs. Sarojini Naidu and went into 
olitical silence for one year. He did not leave the Ashram. 
He did not address public meetings. But he wrote articles, 
said prayers, and played with children. 


Gandhi liked walking and physical exercise. He took 
sare that children had correct habits. Once when he entered 
1 hall in the Ashram, he found some boys sitting with bent 
»acks. He smiled and corrected the sitting position of a boy. 
Early sleep, early rising, sleeping in the open air, massage of 
sod y with oil or ghee, eating lemons and oranges - these were 
some of the rules of health observed in the Ashram. Once he 
said that a lemon was equal to four oranges, containing 
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Smoking was one of the "don'ts" at the Ashram. It is 
poison to health. In his autobiography Gandhi wrote that 
smoking, in his opinion, is dangerous and undesirable. He 
said, “I do not know why people all over the world wish to 
smoke. I can't travel in a compartment in which people 
smoke. I can't breathe". Someone asked him to publicly 
condemn cigarettes and beedies through newspapers. With 
his ready humour he replied, "If I do this, I will lose my title 
of Mahatma, because they are greater than myself." 


Gandhi used to advise young men and women to 
observe the laws of physical health. Sleep is.as important as 
food. People who keep late hours working without sleep are 
violating the laws of Nature. They retire after the rest of the 
world has gone to sleep. In Gandhi's opinion it is injurious to 
health either to sleep too little or too much. Drinking is 
dangerous to life. Itis the worst enemy of India's poor people. 
It is a social evil and an economic burden. Drink is a demon, 
It is distilled damnation: As the poet said : 


They seldom think, 
Who often drink.’ 


Leaders who had the smoking habit used to wash their 
mouths before they went to see Gandhi. Where he sat was a 
temple! . 


i 


NON-COOPERATION AND 
SATYAGRAHA 


s 1927 Lord Irwin, the Viceroy, called Gandhi and other 
leaders including Vithalbhai Patel and Mohammed Ali Jinnah, 
the President of Muslim League, and said that the British 
Government would send a Commission to visit India and 
send a report.It was called Simon Commission because its 
Chairman was Sir John Simon. There was nota single Indian 
as member of the Commission. So Gandhi and the other 
leaders decided to boycott the Commission. In 1928, the 
Commission visited India. Everywhere people shouted "Go 
back Simon". This showed the Commission how unpopular 
British Government was in India. Even Hindus and Muslims 
who were divided on other matters, united to oppose the 
Commission. During a demonstration Punjab Kesari’ Lajpat 
Rai was beaten with a lathi. He died shortly afterwards. At 
Lucknow, Jawaharlal Nehru also received lathi blows. 
Tanguturi Prakasam defied the police at Madras and became 
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"Andhra Kesari" by baring his chest to British bullets. 


The Satyagraha in Bardoli, which had been postponed 
_in 1922, was conducted after six years. Gandhi gave his - 


permission in 1928. It started under the leadership of Sardar 
Vallabhai Patel, who was assisted by Abbas Tyebji, a Muslim 
leader. This non-violent struggle was successful. 


At the Calcutta Congress of 1928 all young men under 
the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra 
Bose demanded action. They wanted to declare indepen- 
dence immediately. Gandhi told them that they should wait 
for one year. Out of respect for him, they agreed to wait. 
Nothing happened during 1929. They only talked about a 
Round Table Conference in England. A few bombs were 
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thrown at certain places by angry young men like Bhaghat 
Singh. During this period Jawaharlal Nehru became Con- 
gress President. True to his promise, in 1930 Gandhi declared 
complete independence as the goal of the struggle. 


Even salt was taxed by the British Government. Gandhi 
decided to break the salt laws of the Government. He led the 
historic march to Dandi, a seaside village. It was known as 
Dandi March. Seventy-six satyagrahis marched with him. 
Thousands of villagers met them on the road and marched 
with them. At every way-side village, hundreds of people 
greeted them. After reaching Dandi, Gandhi picked with his 
hands a fistful of salt from the sea. This was the beginning of 
the country-wide Salt Satyagraha.. The whole world watched 
this great movement. Gandhi felt very much for the suffering 
of the poor who were sinking under the burden of taxes. Salt 
is necessary for the common man. Without salt there is no 
food. It is cheaply available in the sea. But the Bnitish 
Government taxed even salt; so Gandhi selected salt tax for 
Satyagraha. It was the common bond for the whole country 
and to people of all religions. 


Everywhere in India people began to make salt and sell 
it in public. In every province, leaders led salt marches. The 
police severely beat the crowds with lathis. Leaders like 
Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Vallabhai Patel, Mrs. 
Sarojini Naidu, Durgabai and Gandhi's own sons Ramdas 
and Manilal were arrested. The police were cruel in beating 
the unarmed non-violent crowds. They began mass arrests. A 
hundred thousand people filled the jails. They suffered 
silently and never offered resistance to the police constables 
who used lathis. 


Let us be worthy of our Gandhi 


At midnight when Gandhi was sleeping on a cot in a 
village near Dandi, a Magistrate went to him with police 
officers and constables. He told him that he was under arrest. 
Gandhi said "Please give me a few minutes time to say my 
prayers." This done, he followed the officers to Yeravada 
Central Jail at Poona. He was always happy to walk into the 
prison because he knew that it was the gateway to freedom. 


The news of the Mahatma's arrest spread to every 
corner of the country. The whole nation was angry. Many 
people refused to pay taxes. At Sholapur, crowds declared 
independence and hoisted the national flag. Peshawar city 
fell into the hands of a non-violent group of persons called 
"Red Shirts" under the leadership of Khan Abdul Gaffar 
Khan. Gaffar Khan was known as "the Frontier Gandhi". The 
British Government sent the army to shoot them down. The 
Hindu soldiers of the Gharwal Rifles refused to shoot the 
Muslims. They were given severe punishment for disobeying 
the orders. The British Government always followed the 
policy of "divide and rule" in India. They used Hindus and 
Muslims against one another. | 
Some times their tactics 
failed. But often they were 
successful. 


The Government knew 
that Gandhi was more dan- 
gerous in a jail than outside it. ||. Fa 
They held talks with himand || <6 £ “= 
other leaders in jail. The talks By 
failed. The First Round Table 
Conference was held at Lon- With Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan 
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don. Jinnah, the Maharajah of Bikaner, Srinivasa Sastry and 
others attended. But Gandhi and the other Congress leaders 
did not attend. The talks failed. 


On 26th January, Gandhi, the Nehrus, Sardar Patel and 
some other leaders were released. Lord Irwin, the Viceroy, 
invited Gandhi for talks. It was a meeting of two mighty 
persons - Irwin representing British Empire and Gandhi 
representing the Indian nation. Talks were held for several 
days. At the end, Gandhi-Irwin agreement known as the 
Delhi Pact came into being. All the prisoners were released. 
Salt - making was permitted. Congress representatives agreed 
to attend the next Round Table Conference. ihe Satyagraha 
was Called off. 


The Round Table Conference 
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The Second Round Table Conference was held at Lon- 
don in 1931. The Congress sent Gandhi as its sole repre- 
sentative. He travelled by steamer in the lowest class. He was © 
happy on the deck, spinning, reading, praying and playing 
with children. In London, he stayed with a friend, Muriel 
Lester, in the Eat-End which was the place where poor people 
lived. He was asked to stay in a hotel, for convenience and 
comfort. Several rich people requested him to be their guest 
in their palaces. He did not like this. He walked through the 
streets in the working class locality. Children called him 
"Uncle Gandhi" and held his hand. Everywhere children 
liked him. 


King George V and Queen Mary received Gandhi at 
a eo , cde <a , \ 
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Buckingham Palace when Gandhi went to have tea with them 
at their invitation. Generally, fine clothes were worn by 
persons who wished to observe manners of the Court. It was 
indeed a very special occasion. Everyone wondered what 
dress Gandhi would wear for the occasion. They were sur- 
prised when he went to the palace wearing loin-cloth and 
upper shawl. Someone asked Gandhi whether he wore enough 
clothes. He replied humorously "The King had enough on for 
both of us". 


Charlie Chaplin, the famous film actor wanted to meet 
Gandhi. Gandhi never saw films. When someone told him 
that Charlie Chaplin was a great actor and comedian, Gandhi 
replied that he was not interested in cine-actors. Onbeing told 
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that Charlie Chaplin came from a poor family from the East- 
End of London, he agreed to see him. They had an interesting 
conversation. Louis Fischer, the American writer, describes 
the meetings of Gandhi and Shaw. Shaw always spoke 
humorously. He had great respect for Gandhi. He told 
Gandhi that he was a "Minor Mahatma" whereas Gandhi was 
a "Major Mahatma". He added "You and I belong to a very 
small community on earth". Gandhi enjoyed the joke and had 
a hearty laugh. 


Once, the staff of the Malaria Department went to 
Gandhi's Ashram to spray medicine to kill mosquitoes in all 
the rooms. After finishing their work, they went to Gandhi. 
They told him that they found a mosquito of the biggest size 
in his room. Gandhi smiled and said "It is a Mahatma 
Mosquito!" 


During his eighty-four days stay in England Gandhi 
met educationists and statesmen. He visited the Montessori 
Training School where he was received and welcomed by 
Madam Maria Montessori, the world-famous teacher. He 
went to Cambridge and visited the Trinity College, Eton, 
where his dear disciple, Jawaharlal Nehru and C.F. Andrews 
had studied. He had discussions with some professors at Ox- 
ford. Someone compared him to Socrates, the wise man of 
Greece. He carefully studied the system of education in 
England. ‘ 


On account of Gandhi's Swadeshi movement, the Bn- 
tish Mills like Lancashire Mills lost their income and profits. 
Many workers lost their jobs. But Gandhi was friendly 
towards everyone. He visited Lancashire Mills during his 
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With his bio-grapher Romain Rolland 


stay in England. They liked him and treated him with great 
respect and affection. During his tour, two British detectives 
went with him wherever he went. He visited their homes. He 
said, "They are part of my family”. After returning to India, 
he sent them two wrist-watches as presents. The words noted 
on each of them were "With love from M.K.Gandhi." 


The Round Table Conference was once again a failure. 
As usual, the British encouraged division and discouraged 
unity among Hindus and Muslims. Dr. Ambedkar the leader 
of Harijans, wanted separate seats for Harijans. The princes 
demanded separation. Gandhi was the only man who talked 
like an Indian. The others said that Hindus should elect 
Hindus, Muslims should elect Muslims, Harijans should 
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elect Hanjans, Anglo-Indians should elect Anglo-Indians 
and princes should elect princes. The Bnitish successfully 
used their old method of "Divide and Rule". Gandhi returned 
to India, sad and disappointed. But his personal contacts had 
won many friends for India. He was sixty-two years old at 
that time. 


On his way, Gandhi visited Paris and Switzerland. He 
spent a few days with Romain-Rolland the world - famous 
French writer, who wrote the greatest book of the twentieth 
century. Romain-Rolland admired Gandhi's life and charac- 
ter. He wrote a book on Gandhi. This is one of the finest 
books on the Mahatma's life and greatness. Romain-Rolland 
received hundreds of letters about Gandhi's visit. An Italian 
gentleman wanted to know from Gandhi what numbers 
would win the national lottery. A society of milkmen offered 
to supply free milk to Gandhi "The King of India”. Allrooms 
in hotels were crowded with tourists who wished to see 
Gandhi. Swiss musicians offered to sing under his window 
_ every night. Gandhi passed happy days in conversation with 
Rolland. It was a true meeting of minds and hearts. 


At Rome Gandhi met Mussolini, the Dictator of Italy. 
Mussolini's Government made arragements for his stay with 
a friend of Romain-Rolland. He was very much impressed 
with the Vatican Library and St. Peter's Church. Tears came 
into his eyes as he stood before Christ on the Cross. To him 
all religions were one - Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. 
Louis Fischer writes in his book "The Life of Mahatma 
Gandhi" that he saw a picture of Jesus Christ in Gandhi's 
house and asked him about it. Gandhi replied "I am a Chri- 
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tian. lam a Christian and a Hindu, and a Muslim and a Jew." 


Before he left Rome he met Tolstoy's daughter. As he 

at on the floor with his spinning-wheel, Princess Mania, a 

aughter of the King of Italy went to see him with a basket of 

fruits. Her lady-in-waiting told Gandhi that the Princess 

herself had carefully arranged the fruits in the basket as a 
present to the Mahatma. 


When he reached Bombay, he was told by his friends 
about the situation in India. The Government made the laws 
too strict and arrested all leaders. He wrote letters to 
Wellington, the new Vice-roy. They were of no use. As 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Sherwani, a Muslim leader of the 
Congress, were going to see Gandhi, they were arrested on 
the way. Sardar Vallabhai Patel, Mahdev Desai and many 
others were arrested. Gandhi himself was arrested and sent to 
Yeravada Jail of Poona. 


So many problems, jail-terms, internal differences in 
the party, divisive forces in the vast sub-continent of India 
would have broken the back of any other leader and weak- 
ened his resolution. But Gandhi had iron will combined with 
a strong sense of humour. He said "Had I lacked humour I 
would have become sick long ago.” Of him George Bernard 
Shaw said : "Gandhi is the only-man in the East with a sense 
of humour”, 


3 


IMPRISONMENT AND 
QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 


J ail had only joys for Gandhi. It was a temple to him. To a 
book written by him he gave the name "From Yeravada 
Mandir". Mandir means temple. 


The Jailor once bought for him special furniture and 
other expensive things. Gandhi said "What is all this ?" The 
officer replied "The Government has allowed us to spend Rs. 
300 a month on honoured guests like you". Gandhi said 
"Take it away, please. This money comes from the Indian 
treasury. I do not want to increase the burdens of my coun- 
try". He also requested the officer not to spend more than 
thirty-five rupees a month on his food. 


The British Government thought of taking a mischie 
vous step. In the new Constitution, they wanted to introduc 
separate elections for Muslims and Hanjans. Previousl 
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andhi fasted for Hindu-Muslim unity. Now there was 
eater danger of having three Indias - Hindu India, Muslim 
dia and Harijan India. This was a clever trick of the British 
overnment to cause more divisions and differences. Gandhi 
lt very sad. He wrote letters to the British Government 
plaining his stand. He told them that he would fast unto 
ath. Dividing India into three was like dividing his heart 
to three pieces. 


Before starting his fast, he wrote to inform Rabindranath 
agore of his intention. He wanted Tagore's opinion on his 
ecision. He had great respect for the poet. He wanted his 
lessings. The poet sent a telegram : "It is worth sacrificing 
recious life". It was a green light for Gandhi to go on. 


As the fast was started, millions in India also fasted for 
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a day and said their prayers. This time, Gandhi's health 
caused great anxiety. Those six days of fast brought the 
Hindus and Harijans and their leaders together. Millions al 
over the country were praying for the Mahatma's health 
Hundreds of temples threw their doors open to Hanjans 
Even orthodox Hindus mixed and ate with Harijans. Every 
day newspapers carried reports of greater friendship betweer 
the communities.and castes. 


Gandhi's prison was fuil of hope-giving letters from 
every town and village. His condition was critical. Everyone 
feared that he would not live. Prayers were regularly offered 


Outside the prison, the Congress leaders and Harijar 
leaders led by Dr. Ambedkar, had talks. Finally they camet 
an agreement. Gandhi always favoured Hanijans, "the chil 
dren of God". Rabindranath Tagore visited him on the da 
before the fast was broken. Gandhi took a glass of orang 
juice from the hands of Kasturba. That ended the fast. 


In 1933, Gandhi was still in prison. He started a ne 
weekly paper called Harijan. It took the place of Young Indi 
which was closed. For self-purification, he started a three 
week fast. He was released on the very first day of the fas 
because they feared that there would be trouble if he died 1 
prison. Afterwards he was arrested again, released 
rearrested. He gave Sabarmati Ashram to a Harijan Socie 
and started a new ashram called "Sevagram" at Wardha, 1 
Central Provinces. From 1933 to 1939 he helped th 
organisations of Education, Social welfare and Harijan u 
lift. He believed that there cannot be real independen 
without the welfare of villagers and happiness of the Harijan 
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With Durgabai 
There was an earthquake in Bihar causing great dis- 
tress to the people of that province. At that time Gandhi was 
on his ten-month programme of visiting every village and 
town for Harijan welfare. He immediately went to Bihar to 
help the people in many ways. He was the first to go wherever 
there was suffering and his services were required. 


No visitor from any foreign country left India without 
seeing Gandhi and the Tajmahal. In the opinion of the world 
Gandhi was India and India was Gandhi. In 1936 and 1937 
Jawaharlal Nehru was the President of the Congress. Who- 
ever was the president Gandhi was consulted on all important 
decisions. Without his consent, nothing could happen. The 
Congress won in the elections in many provinces. Gandhi's 
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permission was taken to torm Governments with Indian 
Ministers. 


World War II broke out. Gandhi spoke to Linlithgow, 
the Vice-roy, about the need for granting freedom. The Vice- 
roy did not give any hope. A few days later, the Congress 
Working Committee decided not to support England in the 
War. Congress Ministries resigned in the provinces. At this 
time Hitler occupied country after country and attacked 
France. England's turn would come next. Many leaders felt 
that it was the nght time to fight for independence. As usual 
Gandhi did not want to take advantage of Britain's difficul- 
ties. That was not the way of non-violence. That was not the 
way of Gandhi. Time was on India's side. He said "We are 

nearing the goal without hav- 
ing fired a single shot”. 


In 1940, there was a 
meeting of Congress Working 
Committee at Wardha. The 
members stated that it was 
not possible to be non-violent 
to the complete satisfaction 
of the Mahatma. Jawaharlal 
Nehru wrote in his book: 
“Gandhi went one way and 
the Congress Working Com- 
mittee another”. The Viceroy 
again called Gandhi for talks. 
He tried again. He could not 
satisfy the Working Com- 


Acharya Vinoba Bhave 
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mittee. They passed a resolution stating that Britain would 
get India's support only when complete Independence was 
given. Churchill was the Prime Minister of England at that 
time. He was the last man to grant Independence to India. He 
said "I haven't become the Prime Minister of His Majesty's 
Government to preside over the liquidation of the British 
empire." 


Gandhi called upon the leaders to speak against the 
war. Vinoba Bhave was imprisoned for three months. 
Jawaharlal Nehru was sentenced to four years’ imprison- 
ment. Vallabhai Patel was the next man. Being generous, 
Gandhi did not want to give trouble to the British officers 
during the Christmas festival. He asked his men not to seek 
arrests from December 25th, 1940 to January 4th, 1941. But 
the Government 
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President of Congress during the interval. Then followed an 
endless procession of arrests. Nearly 24,000 persons were 
put inside jails. 


In 1943 all the leaders including Gandhi were arrested. 
He was imprisoned in the Aga Khan Palace at Poona. 
Kasturba also got herself arrested and joined to serve her 
husband in the jail. This time there was violence all over the 
country. Police stations and Government buildings were 
burnt. Telegraph wires were cut and train tracks were dam- 
aged. The Vice-roy and Gandhi wrote letters to each other, 
each explaining his stand to the other. If Gandhi was not in 
jail, he would have perhaps controlled the situation. 


Gandhi started a twenty-one day fast. His condition 
was very bad on the eleventh day. Everyone feared that he 
would die. Leaders were not allowed to meet him. Even 
newspapers were not given to him for some days. His sons 
Devdas and Ramdas came to visit him. Everyone gave up 
hope. Buthe lived on. He often told his friends that he wanted 
to live for 125 years. 


It was at this time that his beloved Mahadev Desai had 
a heart attack. It was painful to lose a dear friend who was 
close to him as his secretary for twenty-four years. "Mahadev, 
Mahadev," he called. "If only he opened his eyes and looked 
at me, he would not die", Gandhi said. "Mahadev, look, Bapu 
is calling you", Kasturba said. But Mahadev was no more. 
All was silence. This was a personal sorrow to the Mahatma. 
He loved Mahadev more than a father loved his own son. 
Mahadev Desai's ashes were buried in the jail compound 
under Gandhi's supervision. 
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Before Gandhi recovered from this great sorrow an- 
other was waiting for him. His noble wife Kasturba fell ill. 
Several doctors treated her without success. Day by day her 
condition grew worse and worse. She wanted to take ayurvedic 
medicine only. There was no improvement. Her sons and 
grandsons were permitted to see her. Devdas wanted that the 
doctors should give her penicillin injection. This drug was 
thought to be a cure-all. In those days penicillin was not easy 
to get in India. Gandhi said "Why do you not trust God? Do 
you wish to drug your mother even on her death-bed?" He sat 
on her bed holding her hand. She died peacefully with her 
head lying on her husband's lap. Could there be a happier 
death for a devoted wife who lived with her husband for 
sixty-two years ? Gandhi offered his prayers taken from the 
sacred books of Hindu, Muslim, — sin a Teli- 
gions. 


After Kasturba’ S passing, Gandhi : health ek a tum 
for the worse. He had a severe attack of malaria. Temperature 
rose to 105 de grees. His. condition caused anxiety all over the 
country. People demanded his release. Every, day. crowds 
gathered at the prison. At last, Gandhi was released. 


Gandhi went to Bombay. Doctors treated him. But he 
was trying his.own spiritual cure by observing, silence. For 
weeks he. did not speak, Afterwards he spoke only in the 
evenings at the time of prayer meetings. 


Once his friends asked him to see-a good film. Gandhi 
never went to the cinema to see a silent picture or a talkie. 
After repeated requests he agreed to ’seé:'The''film ‘was 
"Mission to Moscow". It was shown at his friend's house. 
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“How did you like it" someone asked'Gandhi. "I did not like 
it he replied. He did not like to see dancing and women 
wearing scanty or transparent dress. He thought that such 
things would have a harmful effect on the minds of young 
men and young women. 


Some friends pressed him to see an Indian film. He saw 
“Ram Rajya" which was the sacred story of a good king and 
an ideal son. He wanted self-government to be good govern- 
ment or Ram Rajya in which all people equally cared and 
shared. He wanted to create a classless and casteless India. It 
was his ideal. 


At Sevagram Ashram during 1942-44 Birla Guest 
House, a palatial building was built. Birla, the well-known 
businessman spent Rs. 50,000 over it. It was built for the 
convenience of foreign and other rich guests who went to the 
Ashram. When it was completed Gandhi was in Jail. After 
his release, he was surprised to see the big building. He was 
not satisfied with the reasons explained to him. Immediately _ 
he changed it into ahospital. He said "Sick people are the only 
guests fit to live in such a building". 


There was an interesting incident. Once Mahatma Ga- 

{hi and Lala Lajpat Rai were guests in the house of a person 
led Gupta. They were put up in the same room. Lajpat Rai 
left a pile of used clothes for washing and went out. After he 
returned on the next day he found all the clothes washed, 
pressed and neatly kept on the bed! Pleased with the efficient 
service, Lajpat Rai wanted to pay a large tip to the servant 
who washed them well. When Mr. Gupta called the servant 
he told him that they were washed by Lajpat Rai's room-mate. 
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Gupta and Rai were astonished at Gandhi's humility. 


Thousands of people went to see him every day. Many 
had the desire to have his "darshan" and speak to him. He 
never wasted his time. As he spoke to them, he was also 
spinning. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur helped him in receiving 
visitors at Sevagram. She kepta sign board. It said "Be quick, 
be brief, be gone". Time is too precious to be wasted. For all 
meetings including prayer meetings he was on the dot. He 
always carried a watch (a tme piece) hung on a chain. 
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INDEPENDENCE 
AND AFTER 


[nies the Labour Party came to power. Clement Attlee 
became the Prime Minister. The Labour Party made the 
granting of independence to India a point in its Election 
Manifesto. There was a major change in the policy of the 
British:Government. In 1945 the Labour Government de- 
cided.to hold elections in India. It was the first step towards 
Self-Government. Maulana Azad, Congress President 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Vallabhai Patel were released. All 
parties agreed to take part in the elections. The Congress won 
almost all the non-Muslim seats. The Muslim League won 
the Muslim seats. Jinnah, the leader of the Muslim League, 
appealed to the narrow religious feelings of the Muslims. He 
demanded Pakistan as a separate State for Muslims on the 
plea that the interests of the minorities would not be safe in 
a Hindu-majority Government. It pained Gandhi to think of 
separating Hindus and Muslims. 


ann Meependence and Alter 


In 1946 there was famine in many parts of India. People 
had no food and clothing. Gandhi started the "Grow-more- 
food" movement. He wrote articles in'Harijan and toured 
many places. He advised people to grow vegetables in their 
houses. He said that it was a crime to grow flowers and 
crotons in gardens. He wanted vegetables to be grown even 
in pots and tins. Every drop of water in the bath-room or 
kitchen should be used only to grow more food. 


During this period, there were high-level talks between 
the British and leaders of the various parties in India. Some- 
body asked Gandhi "What would you doif you were Dictator 
of India for a day?" He replied "I would not accept it". He 
added "If I accept, I will spend the day cleaning out the huts 
of Harijans in New Delhi". He asked "Why does the Vice-roy 
need such a big house?" He wanted the Vice-roy's palace 
which is today the Rashtrapathi Bhavan with 340 rooms 
stretching over 350 acres. to be turned into a hospital for the 
poor. Gandhi had such revolutionary ideas. 


The talks failed many times on account of Hindu- 
Muslim differences. Jinnah demanded Pakistan.The British 
Government asked Jawaharlal Nehru to be the first Prime 
Minister of India. He included two Muslims also in his 
Government. But they were not members of the Muslim 
League. So Jinnah, who was dissatisfied, started Direct 
Action. Muslims carried black flags. Hindus and Muslims 
killed each other in Bengal, Bombay, Punjab and Bihar. 
Gandhi was sad at this tragic turn of events. 


Gandhi went on a tour of Noakhali, a district in Bengal 
where thousands of Hindus were killed by Muslims. He 
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wanted to meet the people and advise Hindus and Muslims to 
live like brothers. It was dangerous for him to go at that time. 
Any mad man could attack him. Gandhi had no fear, because 
his heart was filled with love. He walked through the streets 
every day. He lived in forty-nine villages during this tour. He 
would enter a Muslim's house and request him to give him 
shelter for the day. Some bad people even threw broken glass 
and thorns in his way. But he did not hate them. Hindu- 
Muslim Friendship was his mission in life. 


Gandhi also went to tour Bihar where Muslims were 
killed by Hindus as a reply to Noakhali murders. He walked 
through the villages for several weeks. He held prayer 
meetings. He requested Hindus to treat Muslims as their 
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brothers. He collected money to heip the fected Muslim 
families. 


Lord Mountbatten became the last Vice-roy in India. 
Gandhi was in Bihar at that time. Lord Mountbatten invited 
him to Delhi for talks. He offered to send him an aeroplane. 
But Gandhi wanted to travel only by train like the common 
man. The Viceroy had talks with Gandhi and Jinnah. The 
Mahatma wanted a united India in which Hindus and Mus- 
lims should live as brothers. Jinnah wanted a divided India 
with a separate State for Muslims. The Congress wanted one 
nation. The Muslim League demanded division of India into 
two nations. 


But a united India of 
Gandhi's dreams was not 
possible. The British Gov- 
ernment left after creating two 
Indias. One was called Paki- 
stan. On August 15th of 1947 
India became independent. 
The National tri-colour flew 
in the place of the British flag ~< 
on the Red Fort in Delhi, the | 
capital of India. India became <—~ 
free. Gandhi and his trusted|~ \\ ~ 
followers were mainly re- 
sponsible for the final out 
come. However we should 
note that Netaji Subhas aN i 
Chandra Bose had made his Subhash Chandra Bose 
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valuable contribution to it. He raised Azad Hind Fauj and 
sacrified his life. Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, did not 
attend the Independence Day celebrations at Delhi. He 
remained in Calcutta, still working for Hindu-Muslim 
friendship. His heart was filled with sadness. He was not 
present at the functions. He prayed and fasted. He was 
nearing his seventy-eighth year. He was sad that there was 
violence. He said "Oh Lord, Lead us, from darkness to light." 


Darkness grew deeper and deeper. There was no light 
any where. Hindus in Pakistan were killed. Muslims in India 
were killed. Gandhi went to Delhi to preach peace and non- 
violence. He never lost faith. He was old in years but young 
in spirit. There was snow in the few hairs he had on his head 
but fire in his heart. He was advised not to address meetings 
in Delhi because Hindus who had lost everything in Pakistan 
were angry. It was not safe to goto them and speak about love 
and non-violence. But he did it. He was fearless because his 
heart was pure. 


Gandhi fasted for the last time in his life. It was for 
Hindu-Muslim friendship. He wanted to fast till death if 
Hindus did not treat Muslims like their brothers. Leaders of 
all parties, Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs requested him to 
break the fast. Leaders of several political parties joined in 
the appeal. Telegrams came from Pakistan asking him.to 
break the fast. Babu Rajendra Prasad, Congress President, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Sardar 
'Vallabhai Patel promised to carry out his wishes. Delhi was 
calm and peaceful. Satisfied with this, the Mahatma broke 
his fast. He wanted Hindus to be good to Muslims. If he was 
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fully satisfied with their behaviour, he intended to go to 
Pakistan and speak to Muslims. 


At one of his prayer meetings a bomb was thrown. 
Madanlal, a young man, who had to leave Pakistan during 
Hindu-Muslim killings, tried to kill him. Gandhi continued 
the meeting. Later when he was told about it, he asked them 
not to be angry at the mad man. He loved even h!s enemies. 


Gandhi who knew that there were differnces between 
Nehru and Patel sent a note to Nehru that he and Sardar Patel 
should work together for the good of the country. He said the 
same thing to Patel. He knew that both of them were neces- 
sary for good and strong Government in India. They supple- 
mented and completed each other. In the language of Max 
Beerbohm they were 'co-rivals and twin incomparables." 


On Fnday 30th January 1948, the prayer meeting was 
well-attended. Hundreds of people waited for the Mahatma. 
Nathuram Vinayak Godse was also waiting for him with a 
pistol in his pocket. Gandhi came and sat with his usual smile 
joining his hands in "namaskar." Godse shot him. But he 
saluted him before he did it. 


The Mahatma fell uttering his last words "Hei Ram". 
Thus he expressed love of God even in his last moments. This 
was the end of the noblest and the greatest Indian who lived 
and died for the freedom and the unity of India and a peaceful 
"One World". He was mother and father to India's poor and 
a friend of the whole world. He is not the monopoly of India. 
He belonged to the whole world. He cannot be confined to his 
post-office pin-code address. He is One-Man United Na- 
tions. 
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GANDHI'S 
GREATNESS AND MESSAGE 


''My Life is My Message", said Gandhi 


Gandhi taught Indians dignity and self-respect. He was born 
in slave India. He died in free India. He made heroes out of 
ordinary men. With his courage, unselfishness and patrio- 
tism he worked for the progress and welfare of Indians in 
South Africa and India. This naturally brought him into 
opposition with the mighty British Government. But he 
fought with his weapon of non-violence and achieved Inde- 
pendence for our country. 


Gandhi warned the people against seven social sins : 


1. Politics without principles 
2. Wealth without work 
3. Pleasure without conscience 
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4. Knowledge without character 
5. Commerce without nobility 
6. Science without humanity 
7. Worship without sacrifice 


This advice is applicable not only to India but to the 
whole world. All our present - day ills have resulted - from 
our neglect of these values. 


Like theBuddhaand Ashoka he conquered the hearts of 
people with love and ahimsa. He proved that non-violence 
could be an effective instrument. In Satyagraha he found a 
new principle of fighting political and social evils. In non- 
violence he found a peaceful solution to all problems, na- 
tional and international. Non-violence is meant not only for 
Saints and sages but for the common people also. He said 
"Some friends have told me that truth and non-violence have 
no place in politics and wordly affairs. I do not agree. I have 
no use for them as a means of individual salvation. Their use 
and application in every day life have been my experimentall 
along”. 


Gandhi's religion was love of mankind. He loved all 
religions and recognised their equality. He said, "My actions 
have their rise in my love of mankind. I have known no 
distinction between relatives and strangers, countrymen and 
foreigners, white and coloured, Hindus and Indians of other 
faiths whether Mussalmans, Parsees, Christians or Jews. I 
may say that my heart is incapable of making such distinc- 
tions. By along process of prayerful discipline, I have ceased 
for over forty years to hate anybody." God is the common 
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bond that should unite all people. One must show the sam 

respect for other religions as he shows for his own. The roo 
of religion is one like the root of a tree though the tree has 
many branches - Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism. 


Gandhi was humble. Still he was not satisfied with 
what he was. He said : "I mustreduce myself to a zero. Solong 
as aman does not put himself last among his fellow creatures 
there is no salvation for him." Gandhi lived a simple life. His 
very appearance was that of acommon man. He believed that 
pride will create a wall between God and ourselves. We 
should never feel that we are big. We should be like a drop in 
the ocean. Gandhi placed before his countrymen the great 
ideal of "simple living and clear thinking." He always 
travelled by Third class to prove that there was no difference 
between himself and the man in the street. He never travelled 
by aeroplane. He lived in Harijan colonies when ever he went 
to Delhi and other places. 


There was an incident to prove Gandhi's concern for 
the poor peasants : 


Once Lord Mountbatten went to see him in Birla House 
for an important discussion. Gandhi was seen engrossed in 
conversation with two villagers. They were all sitting on a 
mat. Gandhi received Lord Mountbatten very politely and 
wanted to know what brought him there. Lord Mountbatten 
asked him to spare some time to be alone with him to discuss 
"matters of state." With his characteristic smile, Gandhi 
requested him to talk in their presence. He added : "It is their 
State". He sincerely believed that India belonged to the 
poorest of the poor. When he went to England to attend the 
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Round Table Conference, he lived in the East-End, a working 
class locality. He did not accept offers of accommodation in 
hotels and palaces of rich friends. When India became free, 
he did not accept Presidentship or Prime Ministership. Even 
in the prison he did not allow the Jail Superintendent to give 
him any special furniture. He always sat on the floor and slept 
on hard stone or a simple cot. 


Gandhi was a true friend of the humble and the lowly 

He was the champion of the poor and the suffering. He 
protected poor peasants and mill workers against big land- 
lords and unjust Government. He started schools, hospitals 
and adult education centres for workers. He liked to nurse the 
wounded soldiers and lepers. He said "Lepers are as much 
part of society as the tallest among us". During the Boer War, 
Zulu Rebellion and the Great War and the Bihar earthquake, 
he offered his services to the wounded soldiers and suffering 
men. During Hindu-Muslim killings in Noakhali and Bihar 
and other places, he toured the districts and gave the victims 
money and service. 


The most remarkable thing about Gandhi is his sense of 
humour. Inspite of his busy life which was full of problems, 
he was known for his hearty laughter and jokes. In London 
when an English man asked him where were his trousers, he 
had a hearty laugh. When an English lady approached him for 
a dance, he laughed and said: "By all means, but my stick will 
be my partner." 


During the talks the King enquired why he boycotted 
the visit of the King's son when he visited India, Gandhi 
replied "Not your son, sir, but the official representative of 
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the British Government." 


When Churchill called him a half-naked fakir, Gandhi 
was not at all angry. He thanked him for the compliment. He 
wrote back "I have long been trying to be a fakir." 


Referring to ‘his title of Mahatma he humorously 
said" The woes of Mahatmas are known to Mahatmas alone." 


His entire career was a noble record of service to the 
poor in general and harijans in particular. He attacked un- 
touchability even as a child. The very word "Harijan" was 
invented by him. He ran a paper by that name to prove his 
devotion to their cause. By his fasts, he succeeded in improv- 
ing their position. Through temple-entry, inter-dining and 
other steps towards social equality he served their cause. In 
South Africa he asked his own wife, the gentle Kasturba, to 
leave his house when she refused to clean the plate of a 
harijan friend. In Sabarmati Ashram, he admitted a hanjan 
family against the wishes of his wife and his dear disciple, 
Maganlal. His ideal was to create a casteless and classless 
society in which all men are equal. All this he did through 
love and non-violence. 


As he knew that 80% of our countrymen live in 
villages, he wanted to improve life in villages. Most of the 
people who live in villages are uneducated. Therefore he 
started a movement for educating them. He did not like 
people to give undue importance to cities and towns and to 
neglect villages. In a letter to Nehru in 1945 he wrote "I 
believe that if India is to attain true freedom and through India 
the world as well, then sooner or later we will have to live in 
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illages - in huts, not in palaces. A few billion people can 
ever live happliy and peacefully in cities." 


He did everything to improve healh and sanitation in 
Villages. He started the movements of "Go back to villages” 
and "Grow More Food". He appealed to teachers and social 
workers to explain to the villagers modern methods of 
Sanitation and cleanliness. He said "Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness". He pointed out the unclean habits of poor people 
and advised them to improve their condition through self- 
help. He himself set an example by sweeping streets and 
cleaning latrines and making door to door visits. 


Gandhi condemned the so-called modern dress of men 
and women who blindly imitated the fashions of western 
countries. Even as a student he corrected his own habits and 
simplified his life. He made "Swadeshi Movement" popular. 
“We must all buy things made in our own country evenif they 
have defects." We should always try to remove those defects 
but should not buy foreign goods fot that reason. Hand- 
spinning and weaving were encouraged by him. Everyone 
began to wear "Khadi" or hand-spun cloth. This was a great 
blow aimed at the Bnitish mills. It was the begining of 
economic freedom and equality of all people in our country. 
When they wore Khadi, they all looked alike; Khadi became 
an equaliser. He did all this as a matter of policy to fight the 
British and weaken their rule. 


Yet he was not blind in condermning everything for- 
eign. He said that books. and certain other useful articles like 
surgical instruments made in foreign countries could be used, 
because they were necessary for knowledge, daily use and 
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medical relief. Through this Swadeshi Movement he brought 
back dignity and self-respect to our nation. He made people 
realise the greatness of our culture and civilisation. Swadeshi 
also meant a determination to find all the necessaries of life 
of our countrymen in India and that too through the labour 
and intellect of our villagers. Hand-grinding, paper-making, 
match-making, oil-pressing - these are some of the village 
industries. It should become a point of honour to use our own 
products and not allow the British to exploit us. 


Gandhi also knew that the machine has many evils. If 
we become village-minded we will escape the evils of the 
machine. This will not only improve our economic condition 
but also give us a true national outlook in keeping with the 
dreams and aspirations of a New India. Villages should be 
models of cleanliness and self-help. He wanted village 
Panchayats to develop the villages and settle all local dis- 
putes. He thought that too much industnalisation is danger- 
ous to the country. He said "It is the individual who consti- 
tutes the world. Without the drop there is no ocean." 


Gandhi preached and practised Brahmacharya which 
meant control of the senses. His method of birth control was 
through self-control. He knew that people of a backward 
country were poor and there would not be enough food to go 
round. As Brahmacharya required mental strength, he advised 
late marriages for ordinary people. He tried to. delay the 
marriage of his own sons. In the Ashram the marriage age for 
girls was twenty-one. He also believed that plain food with 
less salt and chillies, good books, clean habits, pure films and 
regular prayer would help the youth to observe Brahmacharya. 
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Truth and Ahimsa also helped Brahmacharya. He observed 
Brahmacharya from 1906 when he was thirty-seven years 
old, till he died in 1948. 


In his view, even married people could practise 
Brahmacharya. He considered marriage as a sacred relation- 
ship between husband and wife. They should be life-long 
friends and partners in life. 


It is interesting to study his views on the place of 
women. Women must be the true help-mates of men in the 
mission of service. They have a right to live as they like. Men 
have no nght to consider themselves to be masters and lords 
of women. They should know that they are friends and co- 
workers. One cannot live without the other. They are equals. 
Yet there is a difference between the two. The woman is 
chiefly the mistress or queen of the house. The man is 
generally the bread winner. She is the keeper and distributor 
of bread. She is the care-taker in every sense of the term. The 
art of bringing up the infants of the race is her special right. 
Without her care, the race will end. "There is as much bravery 
in keeping one's home in good order and condition as there 
is in defending it against attack from without", he said. 
Woman is Ahimsa which means infinite love. It was Gandhi 
who brought women into public life and even gave them 
leadership positions. He said : "As long as she does not have 
the same rights in law as man and as long as the birth of a girl 
child does not receive the same welcome as that of a boy so 
long we should know that India is suffering from partial 
paralysis.”. 


Gandhi had a pleasing and magnetic personality. 
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Though he was very simpie in dress and habits, everyone 
respected him. He has proved that personality is not tallness 
or beauty of face or grand clothes. It is character that makes 

personality. His purity, courage and selflessness made him 
one of the most lovable men in history. His toothless smile 
and kindly eyes carried great charm. Children were naturally 
attracted to him. He played with them, pinched their cheeks, 
patted their backs and wrote letters to them. 


Before Gandhi became its leader, the Congress was 
weak and ineffective. He made it truly national in character. 
He placed before the party great ideals like political freedom, 
economic justice and social equality. Through his Swadeshi 
movement he brought the party closer to the masses. Through 
"Khadi" he made all people equal. People of all religions 
joined the party and made it a symbol of national unity. 
Lawyers gave up their practice and all the leaders suffered 
and sacrificed for the country. He also made it an instrument 
of social service, harijan welfare, village development and 
women's upliftment. 


Gandhi toured the entire length and breadth of India 
and visited thousands of villages. He visited every province 
of India and made the people feel that he was their friend and 
well-wisher. He toured Andhra Pradesh (formerly in Madras 
State and Hyderabad State) several times. Sarojini Naidu, 
Tanguturi Prakasam and Dr. Pattabhi and many other leaders 
assisted him in the Independence movement. A Congress 
session was held at Kakinada in December 1923 which was 
however not attended by Mahatma Gandhi as he was in Jail. 
There was no province which was not visited by him and in 
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which he was not deeply interested. 


Gandhi gave the greatest importance to education. He 
believed that intelligence and manual work should gotogether 
in any plan of education. He wanted educated men to think 
that working class were their own brothers. He wanted to 
build a bridge between labour and learning. He said, " 
Education should meet life at every point." He set great value 
on punctuality. He was never late for his meetings or engage- 
ments. He was on the dot. Once, when a leader did not turn 
up at the appointed time for a public meeting, Gandhi said to 
him "Independence also would be delayed by 45 minutes!" 
Time sense and work ethic were articles of faith for Gandhi. 


Literacy is not enough. He said, "It is not literacy or 
learning that makes a man but education for real life. What 
would it matter if they knew everything but did not know how 
to live in brotherliness with their neighbours?" He had a high 
opinion of the teacher's role in a society. He said, "It would 
be idle for me if I were a liar to teach the boys to tell the truth. 
A cowardly teacher would never succeed in making his boys 
valiant." Teacher's example is more important than his les- 
sons. In his opinion education and vocation were equally 
important. Education should be vocationalised and vocation 
should be educationalised. He gave the slogan "Each one 
teach one." 


Gandhi considered the culture of the heart as more 
important than a sharpening of the mind. He said, "I admit 
that I am not intellectually sharp. But I don't mind. There is 
a limit to the development of the intellect but none to that of 
the heart.” His plan for Basic Education recognised the value 
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of manual work and culture of the heart. He also knew that the 
success of any scheme of education would depend upon the 
teacher. A text-book is only a means to an end but not an end 
in itself. Once he told an American that "the hardness of heart 
of the educated" caused him great worry? Swamy Viveka- 
nanda for whom Gandhi had great respect said that the heart 
is more important than the intellect. Buddha too preached 
compassion. 


Gandhi believed that all men are brothers, whatever 
their country of birth may be. His religion was service to man. 
A foreigner once asked Gandhi "How is your family?" "All 
of India is my family," he replied. In fact, all mankind was his 
family. On another occasion he said, "All my actions have 
their rise in my love of mankind." His stand for the freedom 
of India was not based upon hatred of Bnitain. He said, "For 
me patriotism is the same as humanity. I will not hurt England 
or Germany to serve India." His faith in the idea of the United 
Nations is seen in his declaration! "I will not like to live in this 
world if it is not to be one". In the words of Louis Fischer "He 
was too religious to serve one land, one race, one caste, one 
family, one person or even one religion. His religion was 
humanity." All religions belonged to him. 


He was honoured and respected by the greatest men of 
his time. Tolstoy of Russia treated him with special affection 
and respect. George Bernard Shaw and Romain*Rolland, 
great writers of international fame, showed great respect 
towards him. Romain-Rolland wrote a book on Gandhi. 
Roosevelt, the American President, conveyed his regards 
through messengers and even brought pressure on the British 
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Government to give freedom to India. General Smuts of 
South Africa, praised his greatness. George V, the King of 
England received him at Buckingham Palace. Even Mussolini, 
the Dictator of Italy, invited him as State guest. Lord Attlee, 
Lord Mountbatten, Sir Edwin Arnold and Madame 
Montessorie of England had great esteem for him. Among 
Indians Rabindranath Tagore, the great poet was his personal 
friend. In fact, all great leaders of India ‘were either his 
friends or followers. 


Mahatma Gandhi is one of the greatest teachers of the 
world. He taught love and non-violence. He taught that it is 
theft if one receives anything that one does not really need. 
Much of the poverty of the world will not be there if our wants 
are simplified. Where there is no greed, there will be no need. 
Just as one must not receive, so must One not possess any 
thing which one does not really need. God never stores for 
tomorrow. Civilisation consists not in increasing our wants 
but in simpliflying them. Gandhi's creed, if it can be called 
‘creed’, is : "There should be enough for every one's need but 
not for every one's greed." 


When we know the Mahatma's message to mankind, 
we should carefully note his advice to students and young 
men and young women. He took special interest in the 
progress and welfare of students. His views on student life 
and conduct are collected and published in a book. To the 
Students.’ He considered students to be future citizens on 
whom India's destiny depended. 


Gandhi's advice to students touches many points. They 
should not take part in party politics. They must not join 
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political strikes. They should show their love for heroes by 
copying the best in them. They should not defy authorities 
and their own teachers. They should not use force against 
anyone. They should be friendly towards students of other 
religions and castes. They should do social work by cleaning 
villages and educating the villagers because true India lives 
in villages. They must be correct and courteous in their 
behaviour towards girl students. 


Once a student called Kamalnayan Bajaj, who was 
going to Ceylon for studies, went to Bapuji for his blessing 
and advice. On that day Gandhi was observing a vow of 
silence. So he wrote his advice on a piece of paper as follows: 


1. Talk less, 
2. | Hear what others say but do what is right, 
3. Don't waste time, be punctual to the minute, 
4. Beas simple as the poor, 
5. Account for every pie spent by you, 
6. Prayer should be a regular habit, 
7. Do physical exercise, 
8. Eat less, 
9. Writea diary, 
10. Heart is greater than intellect. 


"So read the Gita and Ramayan and other good books." 


This is Gandhiji's golden advice to students and to all 
young men and young women. These things sound hollow 
when other people say. But they are not so when they come 
from a sincere man like Gandhi who practised what ever he 
preached. 
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Gandhi lived the life of a saint or nshi. He lived for 
others. When Independence came he was honoured as the 
Father of the Nation. If he had wanted, he could have become 
the President of India or the Prime Minister. He continued to 
live a simple life till the end. Of him the late Dr. Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya the author of The History of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress’, said : "He has personified Varnasrama 
Dharma representing all the four castes in himself. As a 
Brahmin he is the law-giver, as Kshatriya he is the Chief 
Constable of India, as a Vaisya he has mobilised the wealth 
of the nation and as a Sudra he has produced food and 
clothing. He is himself a Grihastha who led the life of Brah- 
machari. As a Vanaprastha he with his wife did service to 
mankind and finally he is a Sanyasi who has given up all his 
material possessions.” Ofcourse, neither Gandhi nor Pathabhi 
believed in Varnasrama Dharma. Both of them believed in a 
casteless society. He was a living paradox. He did what every 
body can do but doesn't. 


When the world heard about his death, flags were 
lowered in every country. Over the radio Jawaharlal Nehru 
spoke : "The light has gone out of our lives. Yet Iam wrong, 
for the light that shone in this country was no ordinary 
light..... and a thousand years later that light will still be seen 
in the country, and the world will see it. For the light 
represented the living truth." We can say of him, "Here lived 
Mahatma Gandhi. When comes such another?" Pearl Buck, 
the American writer and a friend of India, said, "India! Dare 
to be worthy of your Gandhi." 


There was a cartoon in an American paper when Martin 
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Luther King (Gandhi's follower) was murdered. When Gand} 
and Martin Luther met in heaven, Gandhi welcomed hit 
with the words "The odd thing about assasins, Dr. King, 1 
they think that they have killed you". Gandhi is immortal 1 
the sense that he lives forever in the hearts of people. Gand 
is as old as time and as fresh as the dew drop on the lotus. Ou 
Gandhi lives for ever. Gandhi must remain the human Gandl 
if the younger generation has to understand and remembe 
him. His time has come when some critics thought that hi 
time had passed. To think that Gandhism was dead wit 
Gandhi would be a terrible mistake, for there was n 
Gandhism. There was nothing of dogma or creed about hi 
teaching. He lives in the conscience of every man an 
woman. His scripture was life. His message was his own life 


When some one said "Gandhiji, your followers did nc 
possess enough personality to carry your message in a livin 
form to the people", Gandhi smiled and replied. "Which c 
Christ's disciples had given proof of great ability during hi 
life time? God gave them the strength to propagate Christ 
teachings, only after he was gone." It is the youth who do nc 
Carry mercenary bones, that would spread his message an 
ensure his second coming. 


Gandhi's message becomes specially significant an 
relevant as we are going o celebrate the Golden Jubilee c 
Indian Independence very soon. Let's be worthy of our 
Gandhi. ’ 
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Prof. I. V. Chalapati Rao 
(B. 1923) well-known educa- 


tionist, has had 50 years expe- 

| rience as College Lecturer, 

Principal, Dy. Director of Pub- 

lic Instruction and Higher Edu- 

cation, Professor and Director 
of SCERT in Andhra Pradesh, 

' andonretirement from govern- 

ment service, as Registrar“of~ 

C.LE-F.L and coe of the oe of Indian 

Universities, Regional Centre. 


He authored several books in English prescibed as text books 
for schools as well as colieges. His books for the general 
public include Andhra Kesari Tanguturi Prakasam (Translated 
Autobiography), Durgabai Deshmukh, Andhra Ratna 
Duggirala Gopala Krishnaiah, Sankara and Great Minds. 


ABOUT THIS BOOK 


This book is specially written in simple style for the youth of 
the country. It is a garland for Mahatma Gandhi on the 
landmark occasion of his 125th birth anniversary presenting 
his noble qualities and human values with illustrations and 
spicy anecdotes which should inspire the readers while 
unfolding the history of Indian Independence whose Golden 
Jubilee is going to be celebrated very soon. 


